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FOREWORD 


I have recorded the facts listed below for the following reasons: 
1. To provide a motive for practice in touch typing. 


2. To live over again in memory those, to me, stirring 
events which formed so mich of my life experiences. 


3. To make available the facts found herein should my own 
children want them after I have passed away and can no 
longer be questioned concerning then, 


4. To comply with requests made by ny sisters and some of 
my children for then. 
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ANCESTRY 


I know nothing of ny great grandparents except this: The story has come 
down through our family that four Wallace brothers set out from Scotland, came 
to America and settled in one of tho Carolinas, It is said that their descendents 
emigrated north, south, west and southwest and that our family comes from ono 
of these descendents of the original four Scottish Wallace brothers, I have mat 
a number of people who spell thoir namo as above, some however, spelling their 
name Wallis whose families hold the same story concerning the Wallace brothers 
and apply ‘the story to their own families just as we do. I have been unable 
to establish any kinship with these, but many of them have the same bodily ap- 


pearance and other likenesses to our family, indicating a likely family relation- 
ship. 


From the above namod Wallace descendents my great grandfather, Asa Thoms 


Wallace, is said to have come and settled somewhere in Alabama, we never knew 
where, 


My Wallace Grandparents 


I never knew any of my father's family. The most I ever knew about them 
came from occasional remrks made by my parents. I learned that my Wallace 
grandfather's name was Asa Thomas Wallace, as best I can remember. My prand- 
mother's name was Apsy Marina McMillan. My grandfather was said to have been 
seotch and my grandmother Irish. When my father was about six years of age 
the family left their home in Alabama and were moving through Arkansas on 
their way to Texas. When they reached Forest City, Arkansas, my grandfather 
took what was called a congestive chill, died, and was buried on Crowley's 
Ridge near Forest City about the year 1845. The family then returned to 
Alabama where they resided for several years. Later, all tut Uncle John, who 
never left Alabam, came to Mississippi and settled on Pelutia Creek, a few 
miles from Carrollton in Carroll County, Mississippi. 


Unele John continued to live in Alabama, About 1885, my father went to 
Alabama to visit Uncle gsi but found he had died several years before. His 
descondents doubtless still live there, Uncle David, who came with Grandmother 
to Mississippi, died and was buried somewhere near where the city water tank 
now stands in Carrollton, Mississippi. 


Coming with his mother to this state, my father continued to reside with 
her until tho outbreak of the Civil War when he volunteered as a private in 
Company B, 28th Regiment, Dixie Rangers. 


My Bock Grandparents ‘ 


My grandfather, Thomas Wright Beck, was born Decembor 28, 1799, and diced 
November 10, 1869, when I was about one and one-half years old, as I was told. 
I do not remember anything whatever about him, What I write here was told to 
me by members of my father's family. I knew my grandmother, Esther Blackmon 
Fellows Bock, born August .5, 1812, until I went away to college at the age of 
twenty-two, While I was away at college she died, September 10, 1890. My 
grandfather and grandmother were reared in the Carolinas and came to Mississippi 
by way of Georgia, They settled on a farm three miles south of Coila on the 
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highway leading from Coila and intersecting with the highway from Black Hawk 
to Vaiden at the place known in my childhood as the Heggie Old Place, Their 
farm consisted of about 320 acres, and lay on both sides of the above named 
road, also on both sides of Dry Creek, 


The buildings of the farm consisted of the big house, a one-story log house, 
with two large rooms, a hall between, shed rooms in the rear and porch extending 
the full length in front, slaves' quartors in the rear, and some distance from 
the big house, a kitchen out in the back yard, since the slaves had to do the 
cooking, a smoke house, extensive stables and cribs, a home-made molasses mill, 
and horse cotton gin, The house was built of logs and had a stick and dirt 
chimney at each end. The jambs of the chimney on the west end of the house 
were very compact and hard, The body of this chimney was mde of timbers dove- 
tailed togother, Uncle Martin, husband of Aunt Sarah, had built this chimney. 
When I asked him how he got the janbs of this chimney so firm and hard, he 
jokingly replied that he put in there. «vme dry dust and beat it with a maul till 
water ran out. This house fronted north, The dug well from which all water for 
all purposes was gotten, was about two hundred yards down the hill to the north- 
west, 


In the barn I saw for the first time a corn sheller, It stood about four 
fect high, was about three feet wide and about two feet from back to front. In 
running, it mde a noiso like a threshing machine. In later years I owned a Black 
Hawk sheller not much larger than a large dinner plate, This sheller did a more 
rapid and satisfactory job than the first sheller I ever saw, Its cost was 
perhaps less than one-tenth the cost of the larger machine, 


The molasses mill and gin were built by Uncle Martin, The molasses mill 
had three crushing rollers set vertically along side each other, It took two 
to feed in the sugar cane, One feeder stood on one side and fed the cane between 
two rollers, and the other caught the partially crushed cane and passed it back 
between two rollers sitting closer together, 


The horse gin was one of the most interesting of the buildings. The greater 
part of it stood on columns about ten feet high. The columns were about two feet 
4n diamoter and braced at such angles as to render the building quite steady. 

The rest of the min building, about twenty per cent of it, extended to the ground 
and formed the lint rcom. Near the center of the main part of the building, ex- 
tending from the ground, was a cylindrical shaft, about three feet in diameter, 
This was set vertically on pivots at the bottom and top so this shaft could turn 
in the direction of its circumference, Two-thirds the length of the shaft from 
the ground a whocl twelve feet in circumference, was built on spikes extending 
from the vertical shaft, On the upper rim of this wheel cogs, two inches thick, 
three inches high, were set three inches apart. Beyond the circumferenco of this 
wheel another wheel twelve feet wide was placed so that its axle stood at right 
angles to the wheel on the vertical shaft. The axle of the last named, the 

band wheel, had cogs fitted into the cogs turning horizontally as the vertical 
shaft turned. About one and ons-half feet from the ground levers with guide poles 
were fitted on opposite sides of the vertical shaft, This completed the running 
gear, Be 4t was called, of tho gin. 


The press, standing some distance from the gin, had as its main feature a 
cylindrical screw about two feet in diameter and twolve feot long. Into the 
outer surface of thia were cut threads about four inches wide and one inch 
deep. This, made to pasa through two blocks of wood when bolted together, made 
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a: block about three by four by eight feet. Before bolting those blocks together 
threads corresponding to those on the screw had been cut, Across the top of the 
screw was a beam to which levers came to a point at the highest point. To the 
levers miles were hitched to turn the screw in pressing the cotton, A follow 
block at the lower end of the screw to which the screw was pinioned pressed down 
on the lint cotton which had been packed into the box of the press. One to 
three bales could be ginned and pressed in a day and a large part of the night, 
After a few years, the steam gin and press which could gin seven bales per day, 
soon supplanted the horse gin. While the horse gin was used, I delighted in 
driving the horses or riding on the lever, Sometimes, however, the belt ran off 
the big band wheel. In this case, the driver had either to run from under, or 
lic down and let the lever run over him as the horses, relieved of their pull, 
and struck behind by the levers, usually ran away and could not be stopped for 
some time, 


Grandfather, Mr. Madison Flowzrs, Mr. Jim Ficlds, and two others, whose 
names I never knew, organized Coila Baptist Church, My father, mother,and their 
eight children, later became members of this church, My grandmother Wallace 
and my father, then a small boy, once attended this church while a-conference 
was being held to decide whothor to exonerate and retain thoir pastor, Dr. Linder. 
The conference seemod to have been a heated one. In the end, Dr. Linder wis 
kept and Grandfather Beck withdrew his letter and kept it out until the de- 
nomination silenced Dr. Linder and the church dismissed him as pastor, On the 
way home my father said to his mother that old man Beck certainly was hard to 
get along with. He did not then know that he would marry this quarrelsome old 
man's daughter. 


Grandfather Beck was said to be very disagreeable with his family, but very 
kind to his slaves, of which he had about one dozen. Some of his slaves had names 
as follows: Rose, Oscar, Tom, Clarissa, Adaline, George, Charles, Henrietta, 
Amanda, Ned and Jane. ‘My Grandfather Beck was a prominent citizen, a leader in 
his church, and served several terms as magistrate of his district. He was come 
monly spoken of as Judge Beck, His death was said to have been caused from a 
fall from his favorite saddle horse, He was first buried in the family garden, 
but during my boyhood, I saw his body taken up, carried to 01d Salem and buried 
there. It was said he would never perform a ceremony for 4 runaway couplo, 
although it was said that he and grandmother ran away to get mrried, I do not 
know what, if any, ommection there might have been between his experience and 
what he thought might cume to couples who ran away to marry. 


Grandmother Beck was a very industrious woman, During my youth I was often 
gont to spend the night with her when her youngest son, Uncle Joe, with whom she 
lived many years, had to be away over night, Whenevor I arrived there wore always 
tasks waiting to be done by me, This kind of conversation often went on, "Well, 
Davy, you have now franed this rose bush, You know one good turn deserves another 
Now you must frame this honeysuckle for me," Grandnother was also strong, and had 
a strong voice, One day, Yank, my esteemed negro playmate, and I wore in the 
kitchen where grandmother was cooking dinner. All of a sudden Yank~made for the 
door with grandmother in hot pursuit. She caught him at the door, throw him down 
and pave him a sound beating. Yank was unable to get away from her though he was 
a well-developed fourteon year old negro boy, The affair frightened me greatly, 

I fearod I might be next, as I did not know until I got Yank aside and learned 
from him, just what was the cause of it all. When I asked him what he had done 
he said that he had sassed her, . ; 
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Once old Molly, the farm mare, caved off and fell into a sand gulloe;, landing 
in a position from which she was unable,.to get to her feet, Unclo Joe was working 
a full mile away, but Grandmother called him and explained clearly to him old 
Molly's plight. I loved Grandmother Beck and at the same time, feared her greatly. 
During the years when I was preatly interested in experimentation and hoping to 
make some great discovery which would focus the attention of the world on mo, I 
determined to prove whother false or truo a statement I had often heard mado that 
one could not wet a duck with water, One day while trying the matter out by 
pouring one dipper of water after another on ny favorite duck, Dimdon, Grandmother 
cama upon ma, gave me a sound thrashing, and made me fetch from tha well sowe dis- 
tance away down the hill a fresh bucket of water, After each dipper of wnter, 
Dimdon would shake himself and be as dry as he was before, In those days, matches 
wore not as cheap or as plentiful as they now are, Mon lighted their pipas by 
the use of a burning plaas, a double convex lena, when out in the sun, Juring 
one of my experimenta I discoversa that a burning glass would burn a holo through 
moer, I thon tried the experiment on the front gallery floor and had just 
suceceded in burning a hole through when my grandmother came upon ne and fave mo 
a sound thrashing, However, nothing gave me greater satisfaction during those 
early years than to sit with Grandmother around a wood fire on a winter night, 
look at her knit, and listen to the tick-tock of the big Seth Thomas clock on the 
wall and regular puff puff from Grandmother's clay pipe with its cane ston, 


Grandfather Beck was said to be very fond of deer hunting, Thore were many 
dear noar him during his lifetime, I have soon a tree in the forks of which ho 
is said to have sat noar a famous deer lick near Black Hawk, from which he shot 
and killed a fine buck, His deer rifle for many years remained in the rack over 
his bedroom door and I have seen this rifle there many times, 


Ny Father's Family 


At the outbreak of the Civil War my father volunteered as a private in 
Company B, 28th Regiment, Dixie Rangors. Hy father served in the Confederate 
Army until near the close of the war when he and several companions were 
cantured by Union soldiers at some point in Alabama and brought to Moridian, Missis. 
gippi, to be shipped to a northern prison, In the darkness before day, 4S the 
prisoners were being marched to the train, my father and his companions carried 
out a plan they haa made the night before by stepping out of the line of march 
as if they were civilians, Following the prisoners to the railroad my father 
and companions climbed on top the train and rode to Brooksville, Mississippi. 
At this point, they left the train and went to their homes, Afflicted with 
chronic diarrhea Father hid in the woods near his home to escape re-capture 
by the Yankees, When his condition apneared to be improved, he prepared to re- 
turn to his command when the war came to an end, 


Many stories were told mo of his army lifs. When the train from Meridian 
stopped at Lockhart to take on wood for the engine, one of his companions who 
had not escaped at Meridian saw his companions on top the train and nanaged to 
escape and join them, However, he nad left the coffee belonging to the syiad 
ta the ear and was afraid to return for it, They thus lost the ono pvrain each 
a day which they had saved over some weeks until they should have enough to make 
a pot of coffee. 


Once Father and two others were detailed to slip into the Yankeo lines to 
seize some horses. They were to enter the lines, cut the horses loose, and ride 
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thom away under fire, They had slipped along undor cover of a small cotton 
house. When they emorred from behind this house a Yenkea officer erted "alt." 
Wach fired at him and then ran for cover of the mountain, At the foot of the 
mountain one got tanjfled in his gun strap and was captured, When Father reached 
the road at the top of the mountain two horsemen came alongside him and drew 
their sabers to hack him down, but ho dashed out undor the neck of ono horse and 
escaped down the far side of the mountain, When Fathor reached tho foot of the 
mountain on the side opposite the Yankoe camp, ho mot his other companion, and 
as both heard the Yankee horsomon coming, loading their guns, it seened tho last 
shot they had had been firod at father as he plunred down the mountnin sido and 
ft into a bush just above his head, for it soomed the Yankeos expectad then to 
seek to cross the river at the ferry. Instoad, Father and his companion Jum ed 
into a field of high corn, Father stood straight up, while hig companion lay 
down under a small peach tree. When the Yankecs had passed they crossed tho 
cornfJeld, and Father swan the rivar on his back and pulled along the othar man 
holding to a rail. Tho other man could not swim, In this way, thoy ascnped to 
their own linas, 


Once when my father and some companions wore sleoping in a vacant house in 
Alabina they were awakened by some Yankees coming into the room, Someone said, 
"IIollo, boys, wno e:pturod you?" One of the newcomers rerlied, "You had bettor 
ask who captured you," Then began a scramble by each Confedorato soldicr to 
hido what he could of watches, money, and knives so a3 to keep then, All the 
Confederates ware soon hurried off to Meridian as mentioned above, 


Returning from the war broken in health, stripped of all property, and 
penniless, my father workea one or more years on a steam boat, plying the Yazoo 
and Mississippi Rivers, serving sometimes aa captain and at others as pilot, 


On May 12, 1867, my father married Helen Marja Beck, my mother. In those 
duys it was the custom for the would-be groom to ask the parents of his liiy love 
for permission to marry their daughter. It is said that when my father asked for 
my mother that Grandfather Beck began to object, when ny father broke in tolling 
him that they were going to marry in spite of what he might say, Then it is 
said that Grandfather Beck said no more, 


To my parents were born cight children, three boya and five girls. Janes 
Divid, the oldest, was oonmonly called Davy by most of the kin, but called Jack 
by my mother's brothers, I was born at the old Baskin house February 14, 1€C@. 
Anna Lena also was born there December 13, 1°69. Jesse Thomas was born Sertomber 1& 
1°72, and died April 30, 1940, Esther Etoile was born November 30, 1°74, and 
diced August 24, 1935, Victor Vinnette was born February 15, 1&7&, and died 
December 23, 1928. Lutie Vivian was born August 22, 1€€0. The last four were 
born at the Little House. Katie Francis was born at the Mike House July 1°, 1883, 
and Ida Odom was born November 23, 1888, at Grandma's house. 
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PLACES OF ABUD 


The Baskin Old Place 


This place was located about three miles southwest of Coila, Carroll County, 
Mississippi. I visited it once in my childhood, I saw nothing but the remains 
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of a three-room house and a desertod worn-out old farm, but found along the 


ereck running through the place some of the largest, sweetest, red plums I 
ever saw, 


Arkansas Residenco 


After about three yoars spent at the Baskin Old Place engaged in farming, 
our family moved to Arkansas, where my Father's mother and sister had settled 
near Newport, They made the trip in an ox wagon camping out at night on the 
way, I recall nothing of the trip except sitting by a fire where we had campod 
one night, and the odor of the burning leaves beside the burning log. On this 
trip they traveled for some time with a Mr. Quantrell. This man, also traveling 
in an ox wagon, was vory kind. He seomed to have plenty of money and alwiys 
insisted in paying for both parties all bills for ferries, tolls for crossing 
bridges, and other like expenses. I suppose he saw how little money my fathor 
had for making the trip. There was about this time a noted Quantrell dani of 
Robbers, we have often wondored since if this traveling companion could have beon 
the notorious Quantrell traveling incdgnito and treating Father kindly while 
ho studied him as to wnothor he night be a suitable one to add to the Quantroll 
Kobter Band, If so, I supposo my tather's honesty, frankness, apparent and so 
manifest sense of square dealing with everyone, caused Quantrell to leave him 
alone, 


Our family spent about two years in and about Newport and Batesville and in 
041 Trough Bottom, For a while my father sold artificial honey which he made 
partly of real honey and partly of sugar, flavoring the honey with winterrreon., 
He told me of soeing in that state flour sold in sacks, Until after the first 
World War I never saw flour put up in any way except in barrels or half-barrels, 


After about two years spent in Arkansas, part of this tine spent in farming, 
because of my mother's dissatisfaction, the family returned to Mississippi, 
living for a fow months in the house with Grandma Beck, After this, having obtain 
from a noighbor, Mr, Vaiden ilughes, a one-room log house located just across the 
line between Mr, Hughes! land and my Grandma's land, and having rolled this nouse 
across onto Grandia's land, our family moved in, 


The Little House 


Tho Little House, so called because it was the smallest house in which 
the family ever lived, was a log cabin about sixteon by eighteen feat in size, 

It had one door and no window, It had a rough plank floor, no door shuttor until 
my father mado one out of foot-wide planks and hung it on wooden hinges which he 
made, and a stick and dirt chimney, Once before the door shutter was set up, 
while I was sleeping on a pallot on the floor, a rat, a cat, or some othor wild 
animal came in and bit me on the nose, After several months' living in tha Little 
House, my father built a shed in front of the house, This was helpful in 

keeping sun and rain out, . 

As the practice was during those years, the stick and dirt chimioy to the 
Little Heuse was built 4n tho following manner: Boginning at the ground an oute 
side frame forn was set up extonding from the ground to about eightaon inches 
above tho top of the back and jambs, About twolve inches inside an inside form 
was set extending from tho ground as high ag it was desired for the back and jambs 
to go, Betwoon the two forms clay was poured and pressed and beaten down with 
a maul until the whole mass became packed and firm, Then, boginning at tho top of 
the outside frame, a pen was built, at first rectangular, but gradually drawn in 
on the two shortest sides until the pen became about two and onemhalf foet square, 
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The pen was built of timbers about one and one-half inches square and as long as 
‘that part was wide. The pon was carried upward until it reached a point somewhat 
above the comb of the house, After this,~e beam was plsced across tho top of tho 
non and a weight was suspended from the top beam to hold the pen in place, Noxt 
the pen was daubod between the timbers and Sngide and out with clay md, When 
this was dono, tho chimney was washed down Snside and out so that the clay about 
one-half inch thick over all timbers was smooth and shining. The chimnoy waa 
then riven two or three days to dry out, the inner form romoved, a hearth built 
from the ground up to the floor level, a light fire built within, a few hours 
given for the light fire to finish drying out the chimney and the chimney was 
ready for uso, As long as we lived in the Little House my mothor cooked on the 
firo place to tho stick and dirt chimney, I was botvoen four and five yorrs old, 
porhaps nearer five, whon the stick and dirt chimney was built to the Little 
Houso, However, thore wos 4 very sad disappointment to me in connection with tho 
building of this chimnoy. A ropo was needed, and I was sont to Grandma Beck's 

to pet it. It was needed to suspend the weight to hold the pen in place for the 
dnubing, Grandma lived nearly a mile away. This was the first time I had boen 
entrusted with so important a task to be done at such distance under such danger 
no I thon supposed lurked in waiting to harm mo on the trip, I went withont 
mishap, secured the ropo, and roturned to find trace chainn had boon improvised 
and that my dangerous venture had been undertaken to no purpose, 


A eubbard was built in the corner of the chimnoy and houss on the outside, 
a crib ws built for corn, and a stable built for old Dick, the mile, A hollow 
tree was found, split lengthwise for a foed trough, The chickens roosted in 
trees and our farm homo buildings wero complete. We then moved in, 


" Backward, turn backward, O timo in your flight 
And make me a child again just for tonight......." 


Life for mo at the Little House as a whole was a pleasure, but certain things 
4nevitably marred things for a while, The failure on my part to get back in 
time to add my contribytion in the form of a rope to tho building of the stick and 
dirt chimney mentioned above was one, I had caught a young wild turkey ono day 
waile hoeing in the field, He was colored not yellow as most domestic turkeys, 
but checkered like all wild turkeys. JI had visions of raising a flock of turkeys 
colored like this one, but tame, from whose salo I was to gain a considerable 
sum, Tho turkoy died that night. There grew on the place an apple troe whose 
fruit ripened in the fal]. I never before nor have I since tasted apples nito- 
gether so good, They were a combination of the juicy Winesap and tho Delicious, 
A young treo had sprung up from thie tree. I claimed 4+ for my own and dug close 
and deop around it by way of cultivation, It died, Mother had sent Brother J, T. 
and ma to the field for somothing. We found fish in a hole where the creak was 
drying up, got in and cavght a large number which wo carried home, Arriving lato, 
Mothor gave us a scolding for our tardiness, and had us place the fish in a tub 
of water, Noxt morning all were dead. | 


While the above named sorrows brought sadness to my youthful mind, other 
things brovght gladness for a boy's apnetite sometimes seems to constitute the 
larger part of tho boy, To occupy my leisure time, of which I seemed to hnve a 
good doal during those years, thore was to be found on the farm walnuta, hickory 
nuts, chestnuts, hazel nuts, blackberries, dowberries, mulberries, pooseberrics, 
’ strawberries, huckleberries, rod haws, black haws, possum prapes, summer grapes, 
plums, apples, peaches, and currants growing wild in abundance, Thero were also 
partridges, rabbits and squirrels in abundance. In the spring season my fathor 
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often hunted Wild turkeys and often brought home a nice one. Thus, either nuts, 
fruits, berries and wild game added to the corn, wheat, molasses, potatoes, and 
pork which we raised, with all the milk, butter and eggs we wanted, our appetites 
were satisfied and the children of the family thus supplied with the proper diet, 


grew up to be quite healthy. As I think over those luxuries of food, I find myself 
thinking, 


Backward, turn backward, O Time in your flight 
And make mo a boy again just for tonighterccercces 


The Mike House 


Having lived at the Littlo Honse eight or ten years, our family moved to the 
Mike House, so called by way of designation, because Mr. Mike O'Keefe had rocontly 
moved from there where he had resided much of the time ws had lived at the Little 
House, The Mike House had two large rooms, two shod rooms, 4 hall between and & 
porch extending the full length of the house. It furnished us much largor and 
more desirable living quarters, We had had to depend upon the brook flowing throvgh 
the not distant woods for our water for all purposos, or to fetch it from Grendma's 
when the brook ran dry, all the time we lived at the Little House. At the Miko 
House we had eprings near by which supplied us an abundance of pure water. 


After about two years at the Mike House, ny father decided to move to Arkansas. 
He sold out almost all he had. Afterward he fell sick and decided to give up his 
trip to Arkansas, At Christmas time he gave each of us, Brotnor J. T. and me, a 
silvor dollar to spend on a trip to Black Hawk. Brother spent only a part of his 
while I spent most of mine. When I learned this, I decided not to be such 4 
spenathrift in the future, While av Black Hawk I bought and ate entirely a ten- 
cent cocoanut and suffered no ill effect. 


The Bil]. Collier Place 


Having surrendered its lease on the Mike House when ovr family considored moving 
to Arkansas, we next moved to Grandim's, where aftor ono yoar, Uncle came tack to 
live with Grandma, and we moved to the Bill Collier place, so called because Bill 
Collier had owned it and had lived there many years. After moving a part of our 
housohold goods to the Collier house and the night before the family moved in, 
Brother J. T. and I spent the night. Both being 4Snterested in Physics and desiring 
to try out an experiment in distilling, we improvised a rude still for the purpose 
of making the experiment, Using a tea kettle, and an old gun barrel run through 
a trough filled with water, we placed the kettle partly filled with blackberry wine 
which we had wade, and having mado the whole air-tight with clay mud, we built 
under 1t a fire and had a very good run, The run tasted a little of the unburnt 
powder in the old gun barrel. Otherwise, the liquor was fairly good, We had no 
interest in the finished product, Our interest was only in the experiment which 
turned out very well, we never repeated the experiment. 


Grandma's Place 

After spending one year at the Bill Collier Place, our family returned to 
Grandia's place, where the family continued to live until after I went away to 
collego and later on until 1903 when the family sold the place and bought one about 
one and onoehalf miles northwest of Carrollton where those of the femily loft at 
home resided until Mother died February 15, 1908, and Father died on June 6, 1917. 
Sister Lena then being the only one left, sold the place and went to live with 
Victor. 
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Defore moving to Grandm's place the last time, my father and Uncle David had 
pousht out the interest of all the others of Grandma's children and then each held 
one-half interest in the place, Dry Creek ran throughout part of the place. It 
overflowed after a heavy rain and spread over most of the bottom lands. To correct 
this, we began work to straighten and deepen the channel. This we accomplished 
in part while it remained with the family. It was completed later and the last 
timo I visited there, fhe channel was at least twenty feet deep and wide enough to 
carry all the water coming into tho creek, Along this creek bank willows grew 
in profusion, Each spring it was my task to cut down these willow sprouts in pre- 
paring for the year's crop. Of course, the years were not over five or six years, 
but to me then the time seemed almost a lifetime, There was a good deal of woodland 
on the place which my father was 4&8 careful to take care of as he was to ditch and 
dam hillside ditches and washes to prevent erosion. My father did all he could to 
preservo the wild life on the farm, One day he came upon a negro who had shot a 
squirrel. He snatched the gun from his hand, gave him a severe scolding, and 
threatonod to beat him up with the negro's gun, During nine years after I began 
to attend college and to toach, I usually spent the summer months with my parents. 
My fathor was 4 skillful hand in hunting wild bee trees. During the dry summer 
season, he would sit near 4 wator hole and watch bees coming to get water. Having 
gotten the direction of their flight, he would search till the bee tree was found, 
Usually when I reached home 4n the summer, he had one or more bee trees spotted for 
us to cut, I was quite handy with tools and out of the willows named above I made 
and sold at a good price ox yokes. Willow when green is soft and heavy. When 
dry it is hard, tough, and light. I mde a bow bender, and out of hickory found 
on the place made fine ox bows to go with the yokes. These I easily sold at a good 
price, I mde ax handles, plow stocks, a cotton planter and other things useful on 
the farm, Out of tuition collected from the first school I taught, I bought and 
brought home an anvil for the shop and barrel of flour for the pantry. 
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EDUCATION 


Karly Schooling 


"Oh, were you neler & school boy, and did you never train 
And feel that swolling of the heart you ne'er can feel again." 


I had reached the age of five, the age at which the child could enter school 
under the law. It had been decided by my parents that I was to enter school. 
Aryangements had been made for Richard Hodges, &n older and a larger boy, living @- 
bout two miles from our home 4n an opposite direction from the school I was to 
enter, to come by for me and escort me to school. He was to serve as a kind of 
bodyguard to protect me from the older and larger gchool boys supposed in ny 
childish mind to be very fierce and bloodthirsty. 


One bright summer morning Richard and I started out to walk to Tick Ridge 
school, about two and one-half miles from my home. If Tick Ridge school ever had 
any other namo than that by which it was familiarly known, I never heard the name 
called. Anyway, at that time, and for miny years thereafter I cared very little 
about what name this school or any other bore. When on the way to school, as it often 
happened, I began walking too slowly for Richard, he often secured a switch and 
threatened to switch me, and when I rebelled, he always brought me around by 
threatening to quit protecting me from the big boys. 
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My first teacher was Mr, James Pacon. My second was Miss Melissa Cotton, 
Tho first taught about two months the first summer and the other an equal tima 
the second summer, During this second summer my sister Lena also entered school. 


Tho order of learning in those days was this: First, the a,b,o's, next 
spelling on the book, our only text, then spelling off the book, When we had 
reached words of two syllables in the Blue Back, we spelled off the book, I must 
have learned very slowly for once I sat under a hickory tree in the yard at the 


Little House and spelled several pages in the Blue Back only to find I was not reading 
ag I thought, but only spelling. 


When I arrived at the school the first day, I found about twenty-five pupils 
ranring in age from five years to sixteen years had already arrived. Within a few 
minutes Mr. Bacon, the teacher, came to the door of the school house, rapped with 
a paddle on tho door facing and shouted in a loud voice that afterward oft-repented, 
"Como to Books", Entering the one-room log house, the pupils arranged themselves 
along the walls on rude benches using the walls for bench backs. Soon I was called 
to tho teacher, my name and are recorded, and I was assigned my first lesson con- 
sisting of learning the letter "A". I was instructed to return to my place on the 
pench and learn ry first lesson, I had no idea how to study or what learning "A" 
consisted of. Had I then known that to learn "A" 4ncluded its name, its form, and 
its seven sounds, I think I would have been worss confused if possible than I then 
found myself. Returning to my seat I spent what seemed to me agos in trying to 
learn "A", After a length of days in timo it seemed to me, the teacher raid some- 
thing I did not hear or understand. Anyway, every pupil in the room sprang to 
his feet, let out, to mo, a blood-curdling yell, threw down his books on the bonch 
with a loud bang and rushed headlong out of doors. Richard snatched my Blue Back, 
went climbing up the wall and placed our spollers on tho plate of the house. 
“4chard had one mark of efficiency, carefulnoss, even if he never learned to read, 
I agked Richard what had happened, whether the house was on fire. He said the 
toacher had said "Recess" and that the pupils glways acted the way I had seen 
them do when any intermission was announced. 


Schools like Tick Ridge usually ran one or two months each summer, There wore 
no such schools taught during the winter months. I attended Tick Ridge two or 
more summers. I do not know what progress I mds 4n learning my a,b,co's. I do 
romember that I did not learn to read until I began attending school at Coila, 


Two tragic things happened to me at Tick Ridge. My father had bought mo a 
now bat to wear to school when I first started. Hats were costly then, and I was 
told to take good care of my hat, The first day Miss Alice Herod got my hat and 
put it on her own head. She was go tall I could not reach tho hat and I was in 
dospiair. I felt sure she would keep it permanently. After trying in vain to 
retrieve my hat Miss Effie Herod, another big girl, called me to her and told m9 
how to recover my hat. Her plan I quickly put into execution, Going up to Miss 
Alice, I pretended to have a secret to tell hor. When she stooped down to hear 
what I said I mst whisper, I seized ny hat and ran away before she could catch 
ma. Ever after I was Miss Effie's loyal friend for kindness she had shown me, 


Bosides the tragic incident of the hat discussed above, a more serious and 
startling event occurred while I attended Tick Ridge school, It was the custom 
at that time to take up school as early in the morning 4s the pupils could reach 
school and to dismiss them in the afternoon just early enough for them to reach 
“home before dark. One recess of about thirty minutes was given the pupils in the 
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forenoon and one of like length in the afternoon while a two-hour recoss for play- 
time was given at noon, During one of the playtimes, soon after I entered school, 
wo had the eagle attack, The teacher had gone home to dinner. All the pupils 
were left to look after themselves, After the teacher had been gone about one-= 
half hour, suddenly we all heard a sound the like of which none of us had ever 
heard before. We had all previously heard or read of eagles swooping down, catch= 
ing children in their claws and flying away with them, no one knew where, The 
§doa was quickly conceived and as quickly expressed that the sound we heard was 
that of an eagle. We did not stop to inquire 4f any one present had over heard an 
eagle or if what we heard was indeed the voice of an eagle. Without delny, we 

all rushod for the school bilding, ran inside, shut and barred the door, There, 
despite the stifling summer heat we remained for the remaining one and one-half 
hours until the teacher returned. Some tine after the eagle attack we learnod that 
the sound wo had heard was that made by Joo King, an out-of-school neighbor boy 
blowing a gourd. ; 


The next school I attended was at Qoila Springs under Mr. Neal first, and after 
that undor Miss Ella Tardy. I learned to read and to write under Mr. Neal. I do 
not recall how mny sessions I attended school at Coila. The yupils were taurcht 
to spell by heart, as it was called, in the following mannort The class stood 
up, the teacher pronounced tho word and the pupils named the letters of the word 
sn order and pronounced the word. When one failed to spell a word tho next pupil 
4n order was given a chance to spell the word. If he spelled the word he was 
allowed to pass above the one failing to spell the word. When a pupil had stood 
at the hoad of his clasa for a week he was given one head mrk, Ile could also 
propose a catch word which, if no one in the class could spell it, he was given a 
second head mark, Caoutchouc, Bdellivm, Gens d'armes, and Bellos Lettros were 
som? of the catch words. After the pupil had acquired sufficient proficiency in 
spelling on the book and by heart, attempt was made to teach him to read some 
sentences found in the speller. Nothing had then ever been heard about tho word 
or the sentence method of learning to read. 


Whon the teacher announced I could bring a reader, my father went to Aunt 
Kit's and borrowed a reader for ma, Thore wore no uniform books adopted for use 
tn the school until many years thereafter, The first sentence I ever read was, 
“James has a bat." John Wilcher taught me how to read the sentence, There was 
a picture on the left side of the page. A boy held a bet like that now used in 
baseball. I was very cvrious about this bat James hold. I had soen a leather 
winged bat and a bull bat, but nover before had I seen a wooden bat, When we 
played cat or town ball we had always used a paddle, I was overjoyed when Mr, 
Neal announced that I might bring a copy book. My cousin Mollie Martin, atay ing 
with us at that time, furnished some note paper which Mother sewed betwaen the 
folds of a newspaper, a pen stock, and a bottle of ink, These I proudly carried 
to school next day, and when Mr. Neal had set a copy as teachers then did, 1 
began the task of trying to draw the letters as Mr. Neal had formed then, 


After I had attended school for several sessions at Coila, our neighbors and 
ny fathor learned country schools could be located as near each other as two and 
one-half miles, I wont with a party to measuro the distance from where we livod 
to Coila and found the distance to be three miles. Then we got a school located 
in our community which we named China trove School. For several years, this 
school was housed in the Miko House, one time in Grandma's loom house, three tines 
in vacant negro houses, and finally under a brush arbor. We then moved into tho 
new log China Grove School House where I attended school until I began to teach, 
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Most of the time Mr. Johnson was tho teacher at China Grove, but not always did 
the sessions he taught succeed each other. From timo to timo this school was 
taugat by others: Mr, Billingsley, Mr. Ely, Mr. Dean, and Mr, Jordan, As I look 
back on these years I realize that Mr. Johnson was least well educated but the best 
toachor among them. This soems paradoxical, but it was true. 


At China Grovo we studied Spolling, Reading, Grammar, Word Analysis, United 
States History, Geography, Physiology, Arithmetic, Civil Government, and Latin, 
Once there was a report that the big boys were going to whip Mr. Johnson. He heard 
of the plot and told them to their facos that the heavy stick he always carried ) 
would break soma of their heads. The only thing tried was the effort to rido him on 
a rail. Earky McDowell led the attack, Mr. Johnson throw him to his knees, seized 
a board and paddled him, Others stood off. Soon Mr. Johnson let Barky up and both 
showed sonse by laughing the matter off. Mr. Ely, a crippled man, did not got off 
s0 woll. He whipped Coles Johnson, no kin to the teacher(Johnson, Tho noxt day 
Coies' father cane with a club to beat Mr. Ely up. Mr..Ely pulled a revolver and 
made Johnson stand off. For this he was arrested and made to pay a fine. 


Athletics 


Compared with the organizod gamos of today, represented by such sports as 
basoball, football, basketball, and the like, the free athletic contests of ny 
early school days are in sharp contrast. The latter consisted of tag, mmble pog, 
base, andy over, roly holy, cat and town ball. 


Tag was played by two or more 4n which effort was made to lightly striko one's 
opponent and run away before being struck in retaliation, Two or more usually 
played mumble peg by each contestant in turn striving to cast a knife from various 
positions on or about one's body in such a way as to cause theopen blade to stick 
upright in the ground. The one casting the knife could throw as many timos con= 
secutively as that one could score in going through the requirements of the game, 
in base, those wishing to play occupied two bases or positions on the school yard 
‘some distance apart, The gamo was begun by some swift runner approaching the other 
side to give a dare, Anyone of as mny as wished from the side dared could chaise 
the one giving the dare. As the side making the dare was approached runners from 

at side would rush to his rescue, When one ws chased and caught that one had to 
bocome a member of the side by which he had been caught. Sides were chosen for 
each oide of the school building to play "Andy Over", When the sides had taken 
their position, one side tossed 4 ball over the building. Members of the side 
_ which caught the ball rushed around both sides of the building to confuse the other 
gide, and the one having the ball then struck with the ball anyone he could. That 
ona struck would then have to join his opponents. The contest continuod in this 
way until one side was wiped out the same as in base, except in base, should a 
player discover the opposing side entirely deserted, as sometimes happened when 
a large number of players were chasing members of the opposite team ata great 
distance from the home base, that player might dash to his opponent's base, spit on 
4% aad thus win the contest. fror "Roly Holy", as many shallow holes as there were 
to be players were dug in the ground. These were placed in a straight line. Two 
wore selected to roll the ball used 4n the game, The rollers stood at the ends of 
the holes and slowly rolled the ball over tho holes aiming to cause it to stop in 
some one's hole, When this happened it was the task of that one to strike someone 


with the ball or at least throw at. someone, If he missed he got a ‘pig This was 
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a smill plece of stick or pebble. When a player got five pigs he was stood up 

beside a post or tree and each player threw five times in the effort to strike 

the loser. If the one throwing missed, he tad to take the place of the one boside the 
post or tree for as many throws as he had missed throws. This was a rathor lively 
game, as I found when I began teaching, espocially as it was often played with a 

hard baseball and when one was not allowed to dodge when up against the post or tree. | 
If one stood near the holes he was likely to be hit, which gave hima pig, unless 

ho could hit someone else, and this was hard to do as all ran as soon ag the ball 

was rolled. If he did not stand near the holes, the time required to secure the 

ball from his hole gave all others time to get out of range, as the ball had to 

be thrown from near the holes. 


Cate was usually two-cornered where there wore two bases about thirty feet 
apart, or three-cornered in which there were three bases arranged in the form of 
a triangle at the same distance apart, The players consisted of one pitcher, and 
as many batters as there were bases, with a catchor behind each batter. Thoro 
wore as many fielders as cared to enter into the game, The. pitcher tossed the 
ball in such a way aa to aid the batter in batting it. Should the batter miss and 
tho ball was caught by a catcher, the batter had to surrender the bat to the ono 
who caught the ball. Should a fielder catch the ball when it was batted, he was 
entitled to the batter's bat, or the batter suffered the same penalty if crossed 
out by having the ball thrown between him and the base to which he was running, 

He could. bat as long as he could hit the ball and not be caught out or crossed out, 
Bach batter was required to run to another base cach time a batter struck a ball. 
The base to which he ran was determined by the order decided upon at the outset 

of the game, Town ball had four bases not unlike the present day baseball ficld, 
one batter armed with a wide paddle, one catcher, and one pitcher with as mny 
fielders as wished to play. The ball was usually a rubber one or one that could 
bo batted a long distance. The pitcher endeavored to aid the batter in batting 

the ball. When the ball was batted, the batter had to run entirely around tho 
field in the manner of a present day home run, Anyone catching the ball or cross- 
ing out the batter gained the right of being batter, 


Col.lega 

I had taught about four or five months at Old Salem and five months the 
following winter and spring at the Alliance school about four miles from my 
father's houso bofore I entered Lexington Normal College in September, 1890. 
I offored no transeript of former school work. So far as I knew no such on- 
trance certificate was in use anywhere in the South. I never heard of a 
Carnegie Unit until many years later, I was quizzed by the head of the college 
and appropriately classified. I had read tho catalog of the college and 
thought I was ready for the Scientific Course as outlined in the college catalog. 
However, I was convinced that the Business and Teachors Course were more suited 
to my then scholastic attainments. This was the more suitable course for,/I was 
told, since completion of the Teachers Course by act of the Mississippi Legislature 
would entitle me to acquire a State Teachers License. 


~ 


The cost in this college was very low. Board was eight dollars a month and 
the tuition four dollars a month, Each session of this college was ten months in 
length. Each session was divided into four terms of two and one-half months each. 
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All studonts were required to take at least three branches and to recite in each 
branch every day throughout the term or quarter. At the end of each quarter each 
student was required to prepare and deliver’a public address on a subject of his 
choosing or on a subject suggested by the college. After delivering the public 
address, all mle members were entertained at the cirl's dormitory, a treat 
greatly appreciated since this was the only time and way young men and young 
ladies of the college were allowed to meet in a social way. 


This college had one custom I have never seen duplicated elsewhere. Every stue 
dent was led to endeavor to acquire all required information without the aid of 
anyone, Tach student endeavored to secure moro, better, and more accurato inform 
ation than any other student in his class and to immediately hold up to criticism 
any other found faulty scholastically. Each student remiined constantly alert to 
catch and expose any and all other students who made a mistake, however insienifi- 
cant. I roomed with Nosh Adair, Joo Lindsey, and Mr. Barrackmin, an uppor class= 
man at one time, Ona certain night ten o'clock arrived and I asked Adair if he 
had solved a certain problem. He said he had not. I had not solved the problem 
either, though I had tried long and hard. Anyway, as ny bedtime had come, I went 
to bed. Tho others remained up. Some time after I had’ fallen aslocp, I wakod and 
stated I had solved the problem. All derided me saying I had been asleep, I 
miintained I had the solution until Barrackman suggested that I write out the 
solution, geal it up and hand it to him to keep until Adair had solved or failed 
to solve the problem, Note that I was unwilling to allow Adair to see my solution, 
Later that night Adair also solved the problom, When comparison was mide the 
following morning, it was found I had correctly solved the problem, This is an 
example to what length even roommates would go to outwit each other, 


The faculty of this college had been trained 4n Northern Universitios and 
were far in advance of teachers in other southern colleges at that time. This 
beginning in individual and research work has proved of invaluable assistance to 
me since all my other college and university work has been done in absentia with 
the exception of some summer rogident work, I have been taught or have taught in 
six different colleges and universities and found only two instructors who have in 
any sense approached the skill and ability of the teachers in Lexington Normal 
College. . | 


Following 4s a brief outline of the course I completed during the three years 
I attended Lexington Normal College: | 


Business Course 


Bookkeeping | Advanced Grammar 
Advanced Bookkeeping | - Political Econony 
Business. Practice ' Typewriting 

- fArithmotic Debating 
Commercial Arithmetic Penmanship 
Rhotoric | Commercial Law 
Grammar Business Forms 


Commercial Law Debating 


Teachers Course 


English Grammar Mental Arithmetic 
United States History Practical Arithmetic 
History of Mississippi Civil Government 
Rhetoric | Algebra 


oe 3 


i ea ma As . 
) rn ¢ 
7 Y | ; a 
‘ - =) 
@ i 


done at ottoox ot bre setonert eer 2 aot . 3 


inn ri oats es rs 4 ott ‘| s, 
Hono ratteup dost to bie od? $A ,xodtaup % ete } tu penaiwit: 
sid to Jeeldve « na aqethba ‘B vevite Prt thupor 
oid odd yatievifeb rortA very w bets mame et dua 4 dh 


Sootd 2 , vrotierroh aint | é 


agin is poate ‘bed ‘ca » 
grwoy fae mam pavoy yav bite a fas oe . $nt 
Yaw Latoos 6 at Jeon of f wollte ied eettos of rit 


1 SN Lae 


te yrevd .orsiivenfo hotaoliquh neon teven evad t ened ed f 
Yo bke oft fuedttw aoltmrrolat boriupst {fa oskipoe of rove 
-mioint ofstusos orem baw ,tetdod ,orom eivoen of berovasbay Jasbasd t 
antotitys od qu blod yLetatbenmt of bas eaalo eli at Saobude rerio ¥ Yo: 
ot ¢yofs ylinedenos beulhuer Jnohbute Most .yifeotvarfodos Wt 
_ wltfantent tovowod ,exetain a eben orw atnobuta tenfio Ife Bas ie BB 
~eaafo a0qqy na .nonlontted .1M bas ,youbakt oo ¢s2ebA deon sal | 
on Ti thebA boxan I baa bovierrs Aoofo'a aot Sci ke aici. B 20” 
weldory ost heyvfos jon bad I tom bad ed bias eh” .meidord tities a6 
snow 1 .e@m00 bad omlibod yt us eauttA etsod bas goal bolas bad Tt 
baa bodtw I .coofee anlfal bac I rosta enti emoe gu Bentanor atendo seo 
i ,.qeeles need bed I yaiyen om HObixeh CLA .moeidoag eft hovfon pet! 
odd dco efliw I dads boteogsva nonkontasd Litas motéelon ont bot f%: 
_  holtst yo hovfos bed tabs [Riau qoot of mid of St Baad bas qu SE Io 
<aoitulon yr eos of ttebA wolls o¢ gatiftway sew 1 gady sto jmoldor © 
ed? ob naw moalreamoe aodW .moldotq’ edt bevlew oefa atabA saa 
az at etdT .moldorq edt bevios ylSoetr00 bad I bawet saw Ft peal yt ee i 
torte tose tiwive oF of biuew sot emoor aove siqaol 2 ihe oF 

bin eotitatevial pxediro% mt poctatt ived bad @geffoo etdy to ? | nth Av 
, OLAT cats todd Js segelloe miodtuoe tonto nt nxedena? Io re? 4? 

od coantalceas efdavlaval to bevor ast wow dotsouer 
gy Bitaeads Gt sack aeed eat Mrow yttnioviay brs Gee. 

i danent eved 10 ddpvat aeod ovat I .wktrow taobluet 

a event ow aod dound ant ows yao bavet bes setttavovier bak eegelloo ¢ 


Lento" aotgaixed at ersdoaet edt to wWilida boa diiss edd boone = 


teamei) beonavbA 
yaonood Lnaols tied 

gabst inweqyT 

poli oded 

qinasamned 

wal Islovemro)D 

anrol enentersa 
gitvaded wal [atoteaod Wee. See Pe, 
ws * a bag 
TOY a, hy Hide | WM ai 


olvomitixaA IntaoM 
olvenisiazA Laolsoatt 
sooaurreved Livid , | 

: arden la ¢ van ts ss PR 


af (Cy thie eae vi 


of my having accomplished at Lexing 
had finishod thore, and because of 

I appeared to be making 4s & teacher, 
wag connected with the Southern Norma 


Physical Geography 
Geography 

Philosophy 

Physiology 

History of Education 

Art & Science of Education 


Scientific Courses 


Geometry 

Trigonometry 

Physiolory 

Natural Philosophy, with experiments 
Astronomy 

Chemistry, with experiments 


Classical Gourse 


Virgil: 

Cicero 

Horace 

Livy 

Greek Grammar and Exercises 
Xenophone 

Homer 

Greek Testament 

Montal Philosophy 


Criticism of Educational Theories 
School Business 

Reading 

Drawing 

Debating 

Penmanship 

Orations 


Latin Grammar & Fables or Caesar 
Ovid or Virgil 

Debating und Essays 

Normal Congress 

Vocal Music 

Literature 

Public Orations 


Political Economy 

Logic 

Criticism 

Roman History 

Grecian History 

Sacred History 

Essays and Debates 
Critiques 

Debating and Final Orations 


At the close of my last session at Lexington Normal College I felt koonly the 


inadequacy of my education and expressed to P 
to taxe up © 
had fully mastered a 
Dickey smiled and observed that if 
one branch I would do quite well. 

subject how true was the observation ma 


rofessor L. T. Dickey my intention 
ach of the college branches and to study them each in turn until I 
11 there was to be learned about each branch, Professor 

I matered all there was to learn about even 
I have often thought as I tried to mater a 
de by him at that time. 


Some years after I had graduated at Lexington Normal College, in consideration 


ton more than was required in cach course I 

the home study I had carried on and the success 
and because Professor Dickey by this time 

1 University of Huntingdon, Tennessee, I was 


granted the M,. A. degree by that institution. 


Universities 


Still not satisfied with the education I then had in the form of §{nformation 
and training, in 1896, I applied for entrance to the University of Mississippi. 
I offered for entrance the work I had done at Lexington and privately. Tne 
University had never allowed previously any student to enter on such terms, but 
as it was said, I was allowad to enter because of my evident earnestness and 
habits of home study, I was allowed fifty points out of seventy required for 4 
Bachelor's Degree and given the privilege of continuing in such branches 4s I 
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might choose. I chose to study further English, Groek, Latin, Physios, Astronomy, 
ducation, Psychology, and Philosophy. é 


I took correspondences courses in these branches during the session as I taught 
and spent the summers in residence work at the University. I could not mko rapid 
progress because of my school duties during the school session and because of mz 
failing vision. However, in 1902, I was granted the B. A, degree and in 1910 the 
M. A. degree by the University of Mississippi. From 1911 to 1915 I took 
correspondence courses in Personal Efficiency which I completed and in Public 
Speaking. Both courses have proven of great value to me. 


In 1916 I entered the University of Chicago to take a course in Philosophy 
leading to the Ph.D. degree. After some months I was compelled to withdraw owing 
to poor vision, Soon after, I wrote the United States Commissioner of Education 
and asked if there were Correspondence schools anywhere in the United Statas where 
I could continue my course in Philosophy by correspandence,. Ho pont me a list of 
reputable schools of this class. I selected the Carnegie School at Rogers, Ohio, 
and apain wrote the Commissioner about the reputation and reliability of this 
school. He replied that the school had a good reputation for high grade and 
roliable scholarship. Beginning correspondence in this school in 1917, I completed 
my course there and was granted the Ph. D. degree in 1925. 


Scholaptic Recapitulation 


I attended the free schools of Carroll County, Mississippi, a few months ench 
year from the age of five until one month before I was twenty-one, The course of 
study consisted of the elementary branches and most of the high school branches 
ag we now know the high school. There were also found a few college branches in 
thesc schools, Advanced Mathematics, Science, and English. By the timo I had 
finished the common free school course, I held a first grade license to teach 
and had taught two one-teacher country schools before I entered school at 
Lexington. 


At Lexington I earned ny B. S. and B. A. degrees, an M. A. degree at the 
Southora Normal University of Huntingdon, Yenaessce, B. A. and M, A. dercrecs at 
tho Univorsity of Mississippi, Ph. D. degree at the University of Chicago and 
Carnegie Collego, held certificates in Personal Efficiency and Public Speaking, 
and in 1931 finished a course in College Administration at the University of 
Norta Carolina, 


Writings 


These include A Plan for Connecting Petormain's Civil Government with Life, 
A Working Plan for the Study of Mississippt iiistory, and a dozen or more of 


Teacher's Institute Manuals and Summer School Bulletins. 


ANCESTRY OF MATTIE LER ROGERS - 


Hor fathor was Janes Henry Rogers. He was born {in Simpson County in 1847, 
and died in 1926, and was buried at Mountain Creok in Rankin County. fer grand= 
father on hor father's side was William F. Rogers. He was born in Simpson 
County in 1826, died in 1892, and was buried at Mountain Creek in Rankin County. 
Her grandmother on her father's side was Jemina Bryant Rogers. She was born in 
Simpson County in 1828, died 1890, and was buried at Mountain Creek in Rankin 
County. Hor mother's maiden name was Mary Ann Harper. She was born 4n Rankin 
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County in 1849, died 1916, and was buriod at Mountain Creek, lor grandmother on 
hor mother's side was Blizabeth Matthows Harper. She was born in Copiah County 
and the date of birth and death are uninown, Hor grandfather on her mother's 


side wag Alexander Harper. He was born in Rankin County in 1827, died in 1888, 
ond was buried at Mountain Creek, 


She had seven sisters: Nora, Mary, Lula, Della, Emm, Hattie and Lola hogors. 
She had one brother, Warren Rogers, all born in Rankin County, Mississippi. Mattie 
_ Lee Rogers was born December li, 1879, in Rankin County, King Post Office. 


MARRIA Gis 


On Novembor 25, 1897, I was married to Mattie Lee Rogers, Reverend L. S. Foster 
officiating. The ceremony took place at the homes of her parents two and one-half 
miles from King Post Office in Rankin County, Mississippi. To us have boen born 
the following children: Helen Rogers Wallace, born at Enterprise, Mississippi, on 
Juno 5, 1899, and died at Potts Camp, Missiscippi October 16, 1900, Sho wan 
buried at Potts Camp. A second child which we intended to cal] Evelyn was born 
Gcad at Potts Camp Septembor 30, 1901. James David Wallace, Jr. wan born at 
Gloster, Mississippi, March 6, 1904. At this writing, ho lives at 131 Firhth 
Streot, S. E., Washington, D. C. Anna Ruth Wallace was born at Summit, Mississippi 
on February 12, 1908. She married Howell Baxter March 8, 1930, lo died July 12, 1943. 
Tacy have one child, Mary Janet Baxter,who was born March 27, 1931. She and her 
mothor live with us now in Clinton, Mississippi. MNarian Lee Wallace was born at 
Fayctte, Mississippi on September 2, 1912. She was married to George Alexander 
on June 5, 1938. George Alexander was born in 1908," They now live in Mendonhall, 
Mississippi. About six months ago, they adopted a baby which they named 
Goorgianna. She was born Fobruary 23, 1948. William Edward Wallace was born at 
Fayotte, Mississippi on March 11, 1917. ile was married to Helen Meyer at her 
fathor's home in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on June 2l, 1947. They now live there. 


At this writing, James, our son, has beon serving for more than twenty years 
as resonrch Phyeicist at the Naval Research Laboratory in Washington, D. ©. Kuth 
lived with her husband who was chief Naturaiization Officer for Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Arkansas and located in New Orleans until ho died in July, 1943. 
She is now living with her daughter Janet with us and is serving as one of tho 
personnel officers in the Veterans Bureau. Marian is keeping house for her 
husbind and scoing after the care and raising of Georgianna. Edward teaches Gradua te 
Chemistry in the University of Pittsburgh and does experimental work for the 


Government under that University. 


TEACHING EXPERIENCE 


I began teaching at Old Salen, Carroll County, Mississippi, January 14, 1889, 
one month before I was twenty-one, The length of the school term there was about 
four months. Perhaps two months were free and two pay. The first was paid for 
by the county and the lattor by tuition paid by the patrons, The free months paid 
me twenty dollars per month. T boarded with my Aunt Eliza Johnson to whom I paid 
six dollars per month for food and lodging. 


I had some difficulty in collecting tuition, One Mr. Stuart delayed paying 
and I asked for what he owed me so often that he became angry and would have laid 
violent hands on me if I had not run ny hand in my pocket and advised hin to stand 
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back. He did so and then paid me up in full, a thing ho was abundantly able to do 
all the time. ; 


After I had taught a short while, complaint cane that I had no time piece, 
This was true, however, Mr. Conger, one of ny trustees obligingly sold me a silver 
wateh for eight dollars upon which I spent two more dollars to got it repaired so 
that it would run. The watch was a good ono and I kept it till I wont to college 
two years lator. There I traded the wateh for a gold plated one and gave ton 
dollars to boot. This watch I kept till I traded it for the gold filled cased one 
I now have, having kept it for over forty years. | 


While teaching my first school I was accused of not being qualified. Knowing 
the charge to be true, I was hurt the moro, In talking to Mr. Conger, ho advisod 
ma to say to those charging my lack of qualifications that I held a license isoued 
by the county saying that I was qualified. 


One day I was visited by sone of Salem patrons and was asked if I intended to 
make teaching my life work, I replied that I intended to do so but not to teach in 
a school like tha one in which I was then toaching, but to soek a place as a teacher 
4n a collera. To this old one-cyed John McDougal replied, "Yos, I, God, that was 
the way I always was....--wanting to do something I couldn't." 


The next fall and winter I taught at the Alliance school east of Black llawk, 
I walked daily to and from this school, a distance of four miles, while boarding 
at my fathor's, This was a pay school, I received $125.00 here for a five-month 
term, There was thon no adoption of uniform text books. I taught there two kinds 
of spellers, two kinds of ceographies, the three kinds each of arithmetics, 
grammars, and readers. I had forty classes a day during a six-hour session, I 
carried ono girl from her abc's through the fourth reader. 


The two schools named above were taught while I had only a common school 
education. In the fall of 1890, I entered Lexington Normal College located at 
Loxington, Mississippi. During the summer time of the years I spont in this 
snatitution, I taught schools at Sylvan Hall, New Hope, Shoot School, and Valley 
Hill. I also served as teachers’ exaniner ir. the county. I first applied for this 
position to the county board of supervisors, I had seen two of this five-member 
body when I approached Mr. Loe McMillan, Ho asked whom I had seen, what I had said, 
and what I had been told by tho members I had consulted. I told him, Hoe thon 
told mo that I would nover mako a successful gambler, He said that I had shown ny 
hand, a thing a good gambler nevor doos. He then asked me how badly 1 wanted the . 
job. I told him that I wanted it very much to help me pay my way in college. He 
then said that he would see that I got the job. I did not then know he was my 
father's army buddy and the ruling spirit of the Board. Once, years later, I mot 
Mr, MelMillan again in the State Capitol. He said he had heard I wanted to be 
State Text Book Commissioner. Hie then took my arm, marched me into the Governor's 
office, and said, "Governor, this is a son of my army comrade, A. T. Wallace, a 
braver or more honorable gentleman nover lived. I want you to appoint this man on 
that commission.” The Governor looked at me and said, "Senator McMillan, I will do 
what you ask", and he did. 


In 1894, having finished at Lexington, my brother, J. T., and I were electod 
at Louisville, Mississippi and taught there during the session of 1894 and 1895. 
The contract was for a ten month's session, the first five to te pay and the last 
five to be free. We found it very difficult to collect tuition and since we wore 
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obligated to furnish fuel, musical instruments for the music department, a library, 
and additional furniture if neoded, we left after one yoar and moved to Braxton 
where we taught for two years from 1895 to 1897. 


At the end of two yoars the people at Braxton asked me to remain, but wore 
unwilling to keep brother, saying he was too rigid in discipline and too high 
tempored. I was unwilling to part from brother since we had started out to teach 
together, so we moved to Brooksville, Mississippi. 


During our stay at Brooksville, both of us married in the fall of 1897, ‘The 
town and school were too simll for both of us now with families, and as I was tho 
older and the better qualified it was docided that I should move. Accordingly, in 
1898, I moved to Enterprise, Mississippi. 


My predecessor had taught at Enterprise many years and left because: of a 
division among the people. Ile was a Methodist, and his following was dotermined 
to soe that his successor did not succeed thero, I learned of this situation after 
I had moved there. Finding it practically impossible to accomplish anything thore, 
4n 1899 I moved to Verona, Mississippi. 


Finding conjitions in Verona almost an oxct duplicate of thoso in Entorprisa, 
sinee their principal had been forced out after having taught in Verona mny yoars 
and the people were heatedly divided over the matter, I remained there only one 
year, and then moved on to Potts Camp where I had two years of very satisfactory work. 
My salary at each Enterprise and Verona had been seventy dollars per month for an 
eight month term, My house rent then cost me seven dollars per month, At Potts 
Camp my salary was less, but my houso rent cost me only three dollars per month, 

I tad there a garden and a woll so did not havo to pay for water, While at Potts 
Camp the Methodist preacher said to one of my trustees who was one of his stewards, 
that there wore no Baptists there except my family and since tho lfethodists were 

4n the mfjority there that I should be discharged that a Methodist might bo em 
ployed, This trustee told me this. The trustee told the preacher that thcywere 
looking first for a teacher and that I was a mighty ‘good one. After spending two 
years at Potts Camp, in 1902 I was offered & botter paying and a botter place at 
Gloster, Mississippi, where I moved. I did not reapply at either Enterpriss or 
Verona, but doubt if I would have been re-elected at either place, but I could have 
remained as long as I wanted to at Potts Camp. 


At Braxton, Brooksville, Fnterprise, Verona, and Potts Camp, I had only from 
one totwo assistants and fewer than one hundred pupils at either place, At Gloster 
I had tho bost building I had over taught in, the best furniture, five assistants 
and a ealary of one hundred dollars per month for nine months and this was later 
increased to one hundred twenty-five per month, 


I romined in Gloster from 1902 to 1905. It was the best and most up-to-date 
town I nad ever taught in, Soon after moving there I learned that Gloster was a 
town of divided churches and antagonistic congregations, The Presbyterians had 
only one church, but the Methodists had two, the Methodists having divided, it was 
sald, over the location of their church building, The Baptists also had two 
churches and buildings. One was called the Martinite church, the other, the 
regular Baptist Church,was called the Gallilee Baptist Church. These churches 
were paid to have divided over doctrine. I joined the regular Baptist church, 
It was commonly said that if one belonged to one's own church he was regarded as 
a Christian and a gentlemn, If not, he was regarded as a demon of the darkest 
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Members of the Galileo Baptist Church had a majority on the school board 
when I moved to Gloster. I soon learnod that I would hold my job only as long as 
my church held a mjority on the school board, After three years at Gloster, my 
chureh lost control of the school board, so I did not re-apply. I had conducted 


what everyone said was a very excellent and progressive school, but I would doubt- 
less have been defeated, had i re-applied. 


I moved to Summit, Mississippi in the summer of 1905 where I romined six 
years until 1911, I did there what I considered, and others called, an outstanding 
picco of high school work. I was free for the first time from the opposition and 
hindrance of Methodists, Presbyterians, and Martinites. However, the Catholics 
and Jews took up the persecution in Summit. One day a new member of the school 
board, a Jew, called me across the street and asked if I were carrying on any 
roligious exercises in the school, I replied that I did not know what he would 
cill religious exercises, tut that I was reading a section from the Bible ana 
lending in prayer at the opening of each achool day. fle asked by what authority I 
did this, I replied that Congress and the State Legislature opened with prayor, 
that I knew nothing in the constitution or statutes forbidding tho practice, and 
4t-was the custom followod in all public schools as far as I mew, Ile said that 
he wis against the practico. Just then a Baptist momber of the board walked up, 
and asked what the controversy was over. I repeated what had been said on ench 
pide, ending with the Jew's stating that he was opposed to the practices, The 
Baptist member said he favored it, Tho Methodist pastor mot mo shortly thereafter 
and advised mo to stand fast and said he would yee that the President of the 
school beard, one of his stewards, would call no school board meating over the 
mitter, I continued to read and pray at the opening of each school day and con- 
plaints of the few Catholics continued, After that, the Jew member always wanted 
to raise my salary each year. About two years after I moved to Summit, attho 
opening of a new session, I had all the school board on the rostrum in the now 
school building which had been completed soon after I reached Summit, I asked 
Brothor Anding, pastor of the Baptist church to conduct the devotional. He 
asked for a Bible. The one I had used in school had been misplaced and I had 
to go away to my homo to get one while all waited. Then Brothor Anding in his foroeful 
and convincing manner said, "Gentlemen of the board, this school needs a Bible." 
The president of the board then spoke up and said, "Brother Anding, I appoint you 
a comaittee of one to buy and present this school a Bible," Brother Anding wrote 
in the Bible he bought and presented to the school these words, "Presented to the 
Summit High School by the board of trustees thereof," 


Waen I moved to Summit I bought for twelve hundred dollars a house consisting 
of three bodrooms, living room, dining room, kitchen and bath constructed ata 
cost of twenty-two hundred dollars. Thig was the first and one or the two houses 
I have over owned, Tho second one is the one in which I now live, I lived in 
this house six years, put out nothing on it, rented it for two years after IT hod 
moved away, and finally sold it for five hundred dollars. While at Summit ny salary 
was raised to fifteen hundred dollars per year. One year,ono week after I had 
opened school I received a mossage from Laurel, Mississippi asking me to take the 
Superintendency of the schools in thnt city. I replied that I had contracted to 
toach there for the next session and did not feel that I should break my contract, 
Later I found that Watkins, their Superintendent, had been fired. However, he 
threatenod to sue for his remaining yoar's salary under his contract. lle was then 
ro-instated and only a few days ago resigned after a service in Lavrel for over forty 
yoars. >. 4 


While at Summit I was appointed on the State Textbook Commission and began as 
assistant to the State Superintendent in the grading and assignment of all summer 
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institute work, a position I held for ten years. 


Near the latter part of my term at Summit, Ex-Judge J. H. Price phoned mo 
from Magnolia, the county seat, asking if I would accept the Superintendoncy of 
the Magnolia Schools to teach in their new building for a term of three years 
with an increase of six hundred dollars in salary. I stated that I would accept the - 
offer provided tho Summit school would release me from my two remiining years con} 
tract. When I montioned the offer to the Summit board, a Jew on that board asked 
4f my request to leave were denicd would I be so disappointed that I would coaso to 
do the splendid work I had boen doing at Summit, I replied that if I remiined I 
would continue to do the best I could just as I had been doing, Another member 
of the board said my salary could not be raised because of lack of funds, but that 
Sumalt was entitled to a good school as woll as Magnolia, that I had bees sleoted 
for a torm of three years to koep mo, and that he did not think I ought to lenve. 

I then told them that I would keop my contract and fill out my term, I waa revor 
offered the Magnolia job again, Aftor six years at Summit, feeling my work there 

was finished, I tendered my resignation, Upon the death of the County Superintendent 
I filled that office until a new County Superintendent was elected. 


In tho late spring of 1911 I attended the Mississippi Educational Associa tion 
at Jackson, Mississippi. I was looking for a job. Thore I met Dr, W. T. Lowrey, 
thon president of Blue Mountain College. He hid offered me a position in that 
collego at an oarlier date, which I was not ina position to accept, Dr. Lowrey > 
and I again entered into negotiations, resultiny; 4n the decision that I was to 
bocome a faculty member in Blue Mountain for the following session, Tho last word 
I said before leaving him for home was this, "Am I to consider this a deal -- that 
Iam to be with you in your college as a momber of the faculty from now on." le 
said, "Certainly, this is the understanding, unless when I reach home I find that 
something has happened about which I do not now know, In this case, you will hear 
from me et once." "Then I am to heir from you as soon 4g you reach home? If I 
do not hear, I will know the natter is settled, but I will let you know anyway." 
Aftor waiting several weeks and hoaring nothing from Dr. Lowroy, I wrote hin, 

Ile wrote that he had no remembrance of any doal we made, I have always had the 
greatest respect for Dr. Lowrey, and still consider him one of Mississippi's 
greatest men,. but have never understood why he deceived me in the way he did. 


By tho time I. heard from Dr. Lowrey, it was jJate and almost all the school 
positions in waich I would be interested had boon filled, I began searcn for a 
position, but for some time it seemed impossible for me to find work, Joe Carruth, 
who had bean elected at Summit requested me to apply at Fayette which he was 
leaving, more I thought, to onable him to sell mo for one hundred dollars the 
dormitory furnishings he owned there, than anything else. He finally did sell mo the 
dormitory furnishings, the dining room and table furnishings, and the kitchen 
utonsils he owned, 


I did not want to apply at Fayette for another reason. When we were leaving 
Braxton fourteen years oarlier I had visited Fayette and applied for the place for 
Brother and mo, We were not elected at that time. However, I finally applicd at 
Fayotte and as was my custom used my utmost effort to get the job. I had fone 
poforo tho board there as had each in turn of twenty or more other applicants for 
the position and was sitting with the othor school men and talking shop when several 
of the fifteen school board members passed. Someone remarked that the board must 
have already elected. So unconcerned was I that for a minute I did not think to 
ask wno had been elected, Thon someone else asked and was told that I had beon 
electod. i 
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The terms of the contract were that I should occupy the suporintendent's 
suite on the second floor of the school building, the teachers and boarding girls 
wore to oceupy corresponding rooms on that floor, and I was to board all at fifteen 
dollars cach a month, “This was reasonable board rate at that time, I was also 
to havo pisture for my cows and a garden and farm upon which I raised meh or: 
what we ate for board. Off the proceeds of the farm I was able to hire a yard 
boy and a hand to cultivate the field. I was enabled in this way to make enourh 


out of my boarders to feed ny family and save some besides. My salary was four- 
teen hundred dollars. 


It was my custom whon moving to a now school to visit the patrons of the school 
bofore the opening of the session. In mking this visit at Fayette, I wont to the 
homo of ex-State Supreme Judge Joff Truly. Though I doubt his remembering my 
having applied there fourteen years before, ho said the mont charitable thing that 
could be said about the man who was elected at that time was that he was crazy. 

Ho said Jim Bell was his successor, and that the fact that Bell left there to join 
the faculty of the University of Mississippi marked him as @ very poor teacher 

and a very sorry wan. He said that be know my predecessor and how stupid and 
worthless he was. By the time Judge Truly had finished, I had his number. I fully 
realized what people said of him that he had said he laid awake at night studying 
how to got evon with his enemics and that he had said his children were wrong 

nino times out of ten when they got into difficulty with their teachers, but right 
or wrong, ho was always on the side of his children, He once offered Mr. Posoy 

one hundred dollars for a way to get rid of me. 


After six years at Fayetto, I was connidering if it would not be best for ma 
to move. Tne first World War was on and I was undecided what I should do when the 
school board decided for mo by electing a man by the name of Williams to succeed 
me, It was said that Truly bribed several mombers of the board who were under 
obligation to do as they did. 3 im A 


During the summer of 1917 as was my usual custom, I taught in a summer school 
at Wilmichael. I was also looking for a new job. I was offered the school at 
West Point, one of the highest High School positions in the state, but I refused it. 
That school system had recently lot out its superintendent, and there was a sharp 
division among the people as a consequence, I did not want to go into a community 
In which there was bitterness and antagonism, I tried for months to find a suitable 
location, but to no avail. Once I visited a school ncar Gulfport on my way to 
Kilmichael. I knew nothing of the place before I reached there, When I reached 
there, I found it to be a small three-teacher school paying seventy-five per month. 
There wero a numoer of other applicants there, The county superintendent came and 
said to mo, "I did not exvect. to find you here." I knew I would not take the place 
4f elected, but decided to canvass the board just as vigorously as if I wanted the 
job. The board there decided not to elect that day. 


Near the end of the summer when I had returned from my summor work and was 
boginning to consider what Icnould do next, I received a telephone message from 
Woodville, Mississippi, offering me the suporintendency of the Wilkinson County 
A. ll. S., rooms in one of their dormitories, and a salary of cighteen huidred 
dollars. when I moved to Fayette there was only one Baptist Church in Jefferson 
County sixteen miles away from Fayette, Yor a while I attended the Methodist 
church and served as Superintendent of their Sunday School. One Sunday L. L. Posey 
ang I went in a buggy the sixteen miles to Friendship church out in the country. 

I bad not been able to contribute in a Baptist church and that day gave thirty 
dollars. One of the deacons came to me after the service and asked if I had mado 
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a wistake and oimed to cive only three dollars, Tho entire mission collection 
that day was thirty-three dollars, 


Several years after I had moved to Fayette, because of a lost law suit over 
their claim to the church building on the lower floor of the Masonic building 
which the Presbyterians had used for a church many years, the Presbyterians moved 
out. L, L. Posey and I then rented this building and asked Dr. Provence, then 
Bible teacher at Mississippi Collese, to come down and preach us a trial sermon. 
I mean trial as far as he wan ecneerned. He came and preached. Woe liked him so 
well that Hr. Posey and I offered to my him one hundred fifty dollars each to 
preach for us one Sunday a month, He said he would not require the three hundrod 
dollars we had offered, but would come for two hundred fifty dollars. We then 
organized the Fayette Bantist church with Mr, and Mrs. Posey, Mr. and Mra. Arnold, 
Mrs. Stewart and Mra. Wallace and mysolf. I vinited Fayotte last year and found 
that church to bo the largest and leading church of the town. 


During ny utay at Fayette, I was 4n bed one morning with a carbunele on ny 
nock. Mrs. Wallace called from below to say the negro who brought the steak for 
breakfaat told her the sheriff had been killed during the nicht at Harriston two 
and one-half miles away. It was Sunday morning. I arose, went to a telephone, 
called several persons and received no answer until I reached Mr. Posoy. ile told 
me tout a race riot was going on at HNarriston, that he had returned for armnition 
and that I should go back with him, Sick with a fever, I fot up and went with hin, 
as he said every white man wan needed to quell the riot. Woe rode to Harriston 
with loaded and cocked shot guns across our laps and revolvers on the seat beside 
us. It was thought we might be attacked anywhere on the road over. Harriston is 
located gomewhat in a valley. When we reached a hill overlooking the town we saw 
a train stop and begin to unload soldiers, cannons, and other war weapons. That 
sitht surely made me feel mach better. Before we reached town wo saw the crowd 
swing, up a negro, ‘Tne trouble came about by a young negro's losing in a crap fine 
and going out to shoot up the town. He first shot into the house where he had lost 
in the game, killed one negro and wounded another. He went next to the constable's 
house, called him out and shot him doad. The train came in at this time, and he 
shot the express messenger and the conductor, Then he shot a man going to the 
train. ile also shot a negro on a lunch roon porch and another off the coal shute. 
The sheriff was then sent for, and when he arrived, he was killed, along with the 
county clerk and another man being wounded, In all twenty-four wore killed or 
wounded. It was Sunday, but I saw no mn who did not have from one to two guns. 


I had alwoys disliked Agricultural hich schools. I was not greatly in 
sympathy with Vocational work up to that time, I thought the A. H. S. did a poor 
class of school work. That had doubtless been true up to that time. However, 

I seened to have had no other opportunity for school work. I have since decided 
that my going there was providential. My experience there gave me insicnat into 
that kind of educational work and sympathy for the neglested boys and girls who 
made up the bulk of their student bodies. 


My duties at Woodville were to keep the hooks of the school, including the 
boarding department, to manage the boy's dormitory, each enough %o take all the 
tine and energy of any one and to teach five classes per day. The patrons wero 
hard to please, the students dirficult to get along with, the trustees were critical, 
war was on, everyone was uneasy and testy, all pictures and posters displayed conflict; 
the students in my absence whipped one teacher and ran him off, they came near rom 
bellion toward another who made {t appear I was the cause of the unrest, I had to 
discharge one teacher soon after opening school, and the kitchen management was give 
ing trouble. I decided that public city gchoolawere the more desirable and accepted 
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the school at Ackerman, The board at Woodville invited me to their meeting and 


spoke like thoy would re-elect ne, but I told thom I had already accepted another 
place at Ackerman, Mississippi. ~ 


The board at Ackerman had elected all teachors before I was elected. This 
board had a rule that no home teachers were to be employed, but in spite of this 
regulation all their teachers except myself were hone teachers, The board members 
made it a practice to ask the teachers they had elected about the work and policy 
of the management of the school instead of consulting me. After the close of the 
session, the board asked for a meoting of the board to elect teachers. I counselled 
delay until aftor the tcacher's mooeting. Tne matter was delayed ono more time after 
the teacher's meeting at my request. Finally the board got together and sent for 
mo, They asked what teachers I wanted to recommend, I said none. They asked wuye. 
I told thom I was leaving. I said I did not work for any board which had treated 
me as they had done, They tried to convince me I was mistaken, Whon thoy could © 
not do this, thoy asked what was the greatest need of the school. T told them 
they necded above all else a Board of Trustees. Soon after this I moved to Union 
where I remained two years. 


I found the school at Union low in scholastic rating. In endeavoring to 
raise the English rating on one occasion, the graduating class struck against the 
English teacher. I pretended to think the fault was with me, and in this way 
saved the teacher from having to resign. The school board called in the class 
and ordered thom to get back in school or be expelled. They came back, During 
my years at Union I loaned the town the » money and a teacher's home was built. 


I next moved to Clarke College to become Vice-President there. I was offered 
the Presidency while there, I had been brought there by Dr. John F. Carter and 
thourht it disloyal to him to accept the presidency ovor him. Further, I neoded 
what money I had saved to educate ny children, and I feared if I took the presidency 
of Clarko College, I would have to use tho money I had saved to keep the college 
going. The finances of tho college at that tire wore ata low ebb. That college 
was later dropped by the Baptist State Convention, but has within the last few 
years been recognized as one of our State Baptist Colloges and 45 being supported 
again by the denomination. 


I spent two years there of the most satisfactory school work I have ever done, 
but at tno end of that time a successor to Dr. Carter was elected wnom I considered 
a rasenl, so I resigned the position there to which I had been elected, The new 
president proved to be all that I had believed he would be. 


In 1923 I was electod Superintendent of the Kemper County Agricultural High 
School, which I developed 4nto a Junior college. I rerained at this institution 
sixtecn years and did what I considered my best life's work, I resigned this 
position July 1, 1939, over the protest of the Board to retire from teaching 
altogether. 


When I Was a Negro School Teacher 


~ 


During the early years of the Common School, as thsy were then called, it 
was the custom of white teachers sometimes to teach white schools and sometimes to 
teach Negro schools, White children and Negro children were never taught together. 
Mr, William Johnson who taught the white school which I attended often taught 
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Negro schools, QOnco while teaching such a school and boarding at my father's, he 
gtatod his school was so crowded he would have to have an assistant. He asked ny 
fathor if I would assist him. My father spoke to me about the matter and we both 
took 1t under advisement. I do not know how we would have decided, but about that 
timo, the attendance at Mr. Johnson's school fell off so much hoe did not need 
assistance. During the years of my mature teaching years, I have conducted a 
number of Negro Teacher's Institutes and directed several Negro Teacher's Normals. 
I have always found the attendants at these institutes and Normals agreeable, 
eagor to learn, and satisfactory in many other ways. 


DISCIPLINE AND DIFFICULTY 


Up to the time I reached toon age or shortly thereafter, I had attended 
school during the summer, for there were no winter schools, in sevon difforent 
buildings used for school, of which only one was erected for school purposes. 
All tho others were abandoned one-room shanties, throe of them having boon formorly 
lived in by Negroes. The furniture in these buildings wore made of foot-wido 
planks fastened along the sides of the room, If more soats were necessary usually 
the trunk of a tree about one foot in diamoter was split, one side hewed smooth, four 
holes bored in tho round side and pegs of the proper size and length fitted into 
the holegfor legs. Those seats had no backs. Sometimes when those seats grew 
old and ‘the legs became loose at times there was a turn over. At such times 
sometimes it was hard to tell whether the bench or the boy was on top. 


During all my common school years for several years after I began to teach for 
fighting and like serious infraction of discipline whipping was the orthodox 
method of punishment therefor, Finally, as the years passed, there was loss 
fighting and finally I quit whipping for fighting, and fighting also quit. How- 
ever, I think the pupils were too sensible to fight rather than the change in 
punishment, 


One day during the time we attended school under a brush arbor while our 
first school house was being built, my cousin, Tom Beck, called my attention to 
a lizzard crawling down a post against which our teacher, Mr. Johnson, was leaning. 
Both of us expected the lizzard to crawl down Mr. Johnson's collar and almost 
burst with glee as to what Mr. Johnson would do. Had we been seen and had 
lnuched out no doubt we both would have been thrashed. Fortunately we were not 
geen and the lizzard turned and crawled around the post out of sight. 


One summer while I was teaching at New Hope, a country school in Carroll 
County, John Mitchell became so unruly that I had to thrash him, He ran away to 
go home and I ran him down, caught him and when he fought choked him down and 
16a him back to school and kept him there the rest of the day. Next day he 
brought a note from his father blaming me and indicating that there would be more 
to the affair. On the following Saturday, Mitchell went to the drug store owned 
by Dr. Holman, with whom I was boarding, and began abusing me, John McCarty, 
Dr, Holman's brothor-in-law, who was in the drug store told him I was away and that 
he should talk to one's face rather than at his back--that a man would do that way. 
Mitchell became enraged, attempted to cut McCarty's throat, was knocked down with 
a pistol, beat up and had to be hauled home. I never saw anything further of him. 


Ono night while teaching at Braxton, while preparing my Caesar lesson pre= 
paratory to teaching noxt day, I heard somoone outside call my name. Somewhat 
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absont-mindedly I wont out upon the small porch of the dormitory where I boarded. 
Seeing no one I walked out of the yard. The full moon made everything almost 

as light as day, Whon I had advanced a few steps a man stepped from behind a 

tree with a club in his hand and said he had come to settle with me for beating up 
nis boy as I had done. I had a small pocket knife. This I quickly opened and 
hold behind me. For some reason he stopped advancing. I had intended to seize 
and knife him if I could not talk him out of attacking me. I knew I had switched 
his small boy only with a small light switch and could not have cut him as the 
fathor said, At length I got him calmed down, Then I soundly abused him for 
false accusation, Just then my brother, J. T., returning from the school building 
where he had been coaching some plays, started to attack Smith, for that was his 
namo. I got between the two and advised Smith to leave, which he did, Going 

back into the dormitory I soundly reproached Brother. I said, "Did you not seo 
that I alroady had him whipped?" He roplied, "Yes, but you did not see Smith's 
son some distance away behind a pine tree with a shot gun to use on you if you 

got the better of his father. Just then Tom Johnson, a covsin of ours and a crack 
shot, stopped from behind a corner of the house with a Winchester rifle in his 
hand, Ile said he had seen John Smith with his shot gun, had rested his rifle on tho 
cornor of the house, had drawn a bead on John Smith and would have shot him had he 
raised his shot gun on me, 

It was a custom during those years for schools such as the one I was teaching 
at Braxton to have a public entertainment just before dismissing for the holidays 
at Christmas time. We had prepared such an entertainment one year while at 
Braxton, when we were told somo wild young mon from Sullivan's Ilollow, desperedos 
they were, were coming on the night of the concert to break up the entertainment, 
On such occasions we usually had to have several men in the audience to keep order 
during the exercises. However, this seemed to threaton greater difficulty. 
Accordingly, my brother and I and several trustees and patrons went to the school 
on the appointed night armed with shot guns, rifles, and pistols {ntending to 
see that there was no disturbance, There was nono. The desperados did not como, 


One day Brother and I were going for a walk, We heard someone running up 
behind us. Just then a min by the name of Baugh, weighing over two hundred pounds 
ran upon Brother and struck him tn the face as he turned, Ile had been angered at 
Brothor over a dispute about the tuition of his son.. He and Brother at once 
engaged ina fight, When Brother seemed to be getting the better of it, Baugh 
started to draw a pistol, I seized a club and mde him drop it. Brother then 
started on him with a monkey wrench which he picked up. Some men seized Baugh 
and I got between and kept Brother back. Just then tne man let Baugh aloose and 
he said he wanted to whip me, and struck at my face, I dodged and wo went at it, 
I got him to his knees twice, but never down. He never hit me atall. I had 
beaten his face and front pretty badly. I was satisfied with the outcome when 
the mon pulled us apart. Baugh left saying he feared we would kill him. He never 
came back as long as we remained there. 


John and Albert Lowis, brothers, attended school when I taught at Potts Camp. 
They wore from the country, rough, and hard to got along with. A fow weeks after 
they entered school a disagreement arose between John, the older, and me ovor 
obedience. Through positiveness and determination I overawed John and forced hin 
to obey. Some time afterward I was disturbed by a noise made in the west end of 
the room from where I taught, in a dark corner, around a heater, I was situated 
in the east part of the long room in the light part of the room. When I undertook 
to teach the disturbance would begin only to stop when I ceased to talk. When I 
again began to teach the disturbance began again. I asked for quiet stating that 
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tho class I was toaching was disturbed and wronged. My request was unheeded, It 
was several days before I could find out who was disturbing. One day I cave a boy 
a note telling him to go out, socure and bring me some good switches. It was time 
for tho afternoon recess. I dismissed the pupils in such a way as to leave Albert 
Lowis last to be sent out. I had found out that he was making the disturbance. 1 
acked him to remain and had asked him why he continued to disturb when I had asked 
that the disturbance be stopped. Ho denied being guilty. I had not decided what 
covrse I would follow whon tho boy came in with the switches I had sont for, After 
this boy came, John Lewis told me I was not to touch his brother. Albert had risen 
and was approaching me in a threatening manner, I struck Albert with a switch and 
then John struck straight for my face. I dodged and knocked John down, Just thon 
soveral pupils who had crowded in behind John cried out that Albert was coning on mo 
from behind with an iron poker intending to kill me, I wheeled around, seizad the 
poker, dragged Albert over benches fastened to the floor and before he regninod his 
balance, thrust him back over these benches and fin this way wrenched the poker away 
and handed the poker to Bort Rivers, one of the boys. I then bogan striking Albert 
in the face as hard and fast as I could. After I had struck Albert a number of 
heavy blows skinning and bloodying his face, Albert broke away and ran from the 
room, By this time John was on mo again, I soon knocked him down again ard pot 

on him. Then George Cook, a min from outside ran 4n and pulled me off, I have 
seldom been as angry as I was at that moment in not being allowed to give John 
what ho deserved, However, it was perhaps best that it went off in that way. 


After school that afternoon as was my custom, I was going down town when a 
man approached me with an axe handle in his hand. yp, explained that the Lewis boys 


had gone for their older brother and that the three had been waiting for me. Ile 
gaid he was going along with me and intended to use the axe handlo if necessary. 

I never saw the Lewis brothers again, I felt humiJiated about fighting in the way 

I did, but later found it was tho most popular and satisfactory thing to the 
patronage I could have done. The boys denied that they legged for me in any way,.—-— 
put I have always believed somes of them hindered John until I could finish Albert 
off, Till this day J have been unable to decide how I knew just who to.hand tho 
poker to for safe keeping while I was ina fight. Maybe in an extremity one has 

a sort of second sense. 


One day after school while teaching at Summit, I noticed Jimmie Peters, a 
studont of mine, come around the school building. Just then one of his school 
rates ealled to him and asked where he had been, Jimmie replied stating that I 
had had him in the office. He was then asked wnat had taken place, Jimmie replicd that 
I had whipped him, I had not even had him in the office nor had I whipped him, I 
have never boen able to understand why he told that falschood. A few moments after 
answering the last question, Jimmie hurled a brick through a costly ribbed glass 
window of the school building. Of course, his parents paid for the damage to school 
property as the law required with the understanding that Jimmie be thrashed, When 
XY undertook to thrash him he triod to stick a knife in me, I took away the knifg 
and cave him a sound whipping. Sometime later one of the trustces advised me to 
expel Jimmie on goneral principles saying he was doing nothing in school and was 
ercating general disorder, I did not put him out then but later suspended- him 
indefinitely. I believe Jimmie looked on this as a favor, Several years later 
when I had moved to Fayette, one morning in New Orleans I went round to tho Monte 
Leon Hotel for breakfast. Then I was surprised to have Jimmte come round to scrve 
mo, I wondered if he would poison me. Anyway, I gave my order which hs quickly 
served and added some delicacies. When I asked for my bill he said there was none. 
He said that was his treat. A sound thrashing seems to do some people a real service. 
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A short while aftor I began teaching at Fayetto one afternoon near the close of 
the school day, Tom Tanksley came to mo in the school office, In answor to ny 
cuestions he stated that he had been sent in hy the hall teacher. To my continvod 
inguiry as to why he had been sent in, he would only answer nothing. When the hall 
teacher came in T asked wnat the difficulty was. She ssid Tom would obey no order, 
continually disturbed the other studonts, and mde it practically impossible for 
her to mintain discipline. I asked, without receiving any reply, several timos 
if what the teacher said was true. For some time I got no answor, but finally ho 
admitted the accusations were true, I then asked what he was going to do about the 
matter. For somo timo he made no answer. To my question he said nothing, I took 
up a switch and asked him to stand up. He said, "You can't whip me." Instantly he 
wont for my throat. I struck him several blows, got him down, and gave him a sound 
beating. A short while later his mother came, soundly abused me, said had tho 
marshal boon home she would have had mo arrested, and said sho was going to sce a 
lost my job. Her husband also did some threatening out in town, Next wook Tom 
returned and I sent him home telling him that his parents must come so that wo might 
have an understanding. They sent Tom to the County Agricultural School, ‘There ho 
would not obey, resisted the teacher and was whipped again, Tom returned to school 
the next week and was afain sent home since his parents had not come with him, Tom 
was then sent to Red Lick, another County High School, but the principal there 
refused to admit him because of his bad record. Later his mothor camo with Toi, Sho 
told me how mean the teachers were at the A. H. S. When she had finished and told 
me wnat a good, sweet, obedient boy Tom was, I askod abovt Tom's father and was tvld 
he would not come. I told his mother that considering his father would not como,’ that 
she considered Tom a model boy, and that she considered the A. H. S. teachers very 
moan, I could do Tom no good and told her to take him home, At the opening of the 
next school session, Tom, his mother and his father came. They made apolory, 
promised to co-operate with the school, Tom promised obedience, and after taking 
them all before the Board of Trustees where thoy repeated the promises, they had 
mado me, L admitted Tom, who gavo no further trouble. Tom even became one of ny 
best pupils and one of my best friends. 


I had to collect all board bills and settle for all groceries and supplies 
used by tho dormitories of the Wilkinson A. Hl. S., collect the required funds 
and my all teacher's salaries, keep an accurate accounting for all these financial 
transactions, mnage the boy's dormitory and teach five classes per day. It was tho tin 
ef the first World War. The place was Woodville, Mississippi. One day near noon & 
nan appeared at my classroom door and spoke in a rough domineering mannor. He onid 
that he wanted to talk to mo, I said I would soo him in a few minutes wnen my class 
period was over, I was convincod from his tone and mannor that I was going to 
havo to ficht him although I had no sdoa what his grievance was. My class dismissed, 
I looked around for somthing to strike him with. Tt found nothing but a Licht rulo 
which I thought would do more harm than good. I ieft it. When I reached the door 
of the building I saw the mn surrounded by a nunbor of school boys. I had started 
for my dormitory a short distance away when he ran around ahead of me and said he 
tad come to settle with me for beating up his brother. I told him I had had 
nothing to do with his brother. For some timo he continued to charge me with ine 
human punishment, a11 of which I denitod, Every moment of tho time 1t seened he 
would attack mo. At last summoning all my powors I ordered him to leave the crounds 
stating 1f he did not do so I would kick him off. Ho left saying he would setvle 
with mo when I came off the grounds. I do not know what mado mo bocoma so bold 
when I ordered Kaigler off the grounds e Porhips it was the tolepathic message sont 
me by tho big boys which I learned had been lined up solidly behind me, I did not 
Know until later that this samo Kaigler had tried to cut tho throat of my prodocessor. 
who knocked him down and gave hina good beating over a similar complaint on the 
part of Kaigler. I did not become angry during ny controversy with Kaigler. Matters 
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wero too serious, Lator, howover, I did become very anpry and the moro I thought 
ovor the matter the more angry I became. Then I did a very unwise thing. I phoned 
up town to tell Katglor I was coming and we would settle our difference. T had 

put a rovolvor in my pocket and wont to town but could nowhere find Kaigler. Later 
that aftoznoon I returned to town, found Kaig¢ler and forced him to return to the 
senool and face Mr, Green, who had whipped the boy. cGrven said he had whipped 
Kaiglor's brother and yould whip Kaigler, too, I had to get between thom to stop 


Groon, Kaigler later said wo were two of the most dangerous men who ever lived in 
Woodville. 


I havo found pupils in mill towns most unruly. At Union it was tho custom to 
place in tho heators when no one was looking a cannon eracker to exploda somotime 
later blowins the door or top of the stove off, to place cartridges on the top of 
tho heatora to shoot across the school room, or to hang obscene things arcund in the 
building, or other moans of disturbance. Thoy did not scem to understand why any toachor 
should object to such 4nnocent pranks. I did not whip every boy in school there, 
tut gave enough whippings to go around to all more than one tine, Tom Brand, who 
sveceeded mo there said T had destroyed the genus bad boy there, flo said they were...” 
under the best control of any school he had ever taught when he wont there. 


. On one day just before Christmas when the disturbances had become particularly 
annoying aftor I had boon trying for days to find tho person instigating the disorder, 
{ boeame convinced that ono of the larger pupils, Chester Koontz, was instinatins the 
dioturbanees. I had announced that morning thateny pupil when he had finished nis 
morning examination might leave school for that morning. Chestor handod in his puper 
and loft for homo, TI had asked that any one leaving carly should go quietly so os 
not to disturb others. I posted myself at an upper window and watched Choster Li eiit 
a cannon eracker and toss it into a primary room. After ho had finished bis aftor- 
noon examination I called him to the office to ask about tho cannon cracker. 119 
dcnioed all knowledge of the mattor and said he would like to look the mn in the 

face who had told mo he had done it. I told him I saw him and because of that and 
other things to go homo and not to return, That night he and about one dozen others 
came %o my residence, throw at wy wife, und threw bricks through the windows on 

the north side of the house. I slipped out the east side and when the second brick 
was hurled fired both barrels of my shot gun at the crowd. Chester said I hit hin. 

I do not know about that, but I know he was not hurt, ‘fhe crowd was arrested and 

all rade to pay fines. Koontz was put on the streots for thirty days. I learned 
Jater Choster had been in the army and had spent most of his time there in the 

evuard house. Among other things he had sot on fire the goneral's tont. I heard 
Jater he killed a man in Chicago in attempting to rob him and was convicted and 
executed, I am not certain that this report was truce | 


One day after thotrial at Union about twenty toughs ganged mo. I backed against 
a wall and’ told them I would hurt the first one who touched me. Just then four mony, 
Ver Mabry, Mr. Speed, Wr. McLemore, and ii. Majors rushed up and told the crowd to 
beat it or they would wipe the ground up with them, They beat it. 


One day a new teacher reported that sue was disturbed by an outsider’ She 
pointed out the boy then in the yard. ile had a heavy measuring stick which he had 
taken from my office. I went up to him and told him to give mo the stick. tie 
refugod. I soized the stick and wrencned 4t from his hands. 1 told him to core 
to the office, he was a Willmon boy who was out of school for the day. He followed 
me to the west entrance. Just then school closed and the students cane crowding out 
that way. I did not notice that Willmon had stopped. Then one of the teachers told 
me he had an iron bar and was hiding beside the door to kill mo as I camo out to 
look for him. I slipped out the south door and camo up behind him. Ho did not 
sco mo with the stick until I was within 4 fow yards. Then he dashed away so fast 
I could not overtake him. Ho wont through the neighborhood trying to borrow 4 eigtol 
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to shoot me, but failed to get one. Later ho and an older brother came back to the 


seh to beat mo up. I had a pistol in ny desk and talked so firmly that thoy loft 
me alonc, 2 


At Scoota, the Junior High was having a concert, holding it in our college 
auditorium. Some toughs endeavored to drive our dairy herd in on them. I was at tho 
girl's dormitory, so missed what took place. Two of the goachos and a number of our 
football team went out and drove tho cows away and triod to get the mob oither to cons 
in or go away. The leader wont into his pocket for a knife or pistol whon Paul 
Crigler seized him and tho crowd was driven off the CAMA si 


From the foreroing 1t is not to be concluded that the whole of more than fifty 
years were spent in fugsing and fighting. On_tho contrary most of those years were 
spent in peace and in pleasant cooperation and sutisfactory association in toa ching 
an3 advancement along the road to knowlodgo. Trugteos invariably suatainod in nny. 
contest of authority or undertaking, patrons wore vniformly pleasant and cooporative, 
and many, yes, very many, proved a sourca of appreciation and satisfaction. Ainong 
the latter have been those who filled overy kind of vocation in life----doctors, 
lawyers, preachers, teachors, sciontists, business mon, oto., eto. 


I was strict in discipline, though small and frail in body. I have an Ldea 
had I boen mich largor and less inclined to be fair, I would havo had fower of tho 
difficulties listed above. I noticod toward tho last years of my toaching that 
pupils had become more reagonable toward the teachers and more inolined to obsy. 


Other Public Service 


During ny time as a toacheor I held teachers licenses ranging from second Vado y 
comity, lifo-tins, state and professional licenses good for life in Missisaipol and 
soma other states. I have served for a numbor of years on the county examining 
boards in Carroll, Pike, and Jefferson Counties of Mississippi. I have also held a 
few atate examinations. : 


[I sorved for a few months 45 Superintendent of Ptke County. Over a period of 

twonty-feur years I taught teachers how to teach and wanage schools in institutes 
and normils. I conducted institutes in Wilkinson, Franklin, Amite, Pike, Jefferson, 
Clnibourne, Harrison, Carroll, Leflore, Montromery, Grenada, Panola, and Adams 
Counties. In some of thease I conducted institutos from two to five times in different 
years, notably in Adams, Jefferson, Pike and Amite. I directed Sumner Norm schools 
$n Matchen, Magnolia, Liberty, Kosciusko, Ackerman, Scooba and taught in summnor 
¢chools in Winona, Kilmichael, Newton, the University of Mississippi and in Missis- 
sippi College. In the last named I taught five years 4n succession. From 1910 
to 1915 I served as Stato Text Book Commissioner. For ten years while J. N. Powers 
was State Superintendent of Public Education for Mississippi, I served in the Stata 
Superintondent's office each summer engaged in grading the Institute Manuals and othor 
_ papers sent in by those seeking appointment for Institute or Normal work and assigning 

applicants to places they were to fill for that year. I spoke at the closing of 
' gchools or filled appointments for other educators. . 
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Beginning January 14, 1689, in a one-teacher school at Old Salon, Carroll 
County, Mlogsissinppi, I brought to a close my more than fifty years career as 4 
toacher, wnen I resigned the presidency of a state college, tho Hast Mississippi 
Junicr College in July, 1939. I had moved to Scoota in July, 1923. 

waen I took charge of this institution, then the Kemper County Agricultural 
(lira Sehool, I found thore two complete brick buildings, one partially finished, and 
ono/ frame building and about ten acres of worn out land. The furniture was home- 
made,“there were no baths, no scholastic or financial records, no moral atmosphore, 
ao confidence in the school, no funds and a twenty-five thousand dollar debt, Thore 
wore no fences about any of the property, no walks to town, no library, no teaching 
tools of any kind, During my sixteen yoars thero, I raised the high school to 
All Southern rating and the college to approval by the State and National Association 
of Junior Golleces. Beginning with seven teaohors, I rained the number to twenty-four, 
When I left thero, all debts had been paid, it had a full finnanelal standing, and a 
substantial surplus. Tne incomplete building was finished, one that burned soon 
after I went there was replaced, and the frame building was replaced with brick, 

I left saven brick buildings and iwo framo ones, Commencing with a plant with an 
estimated valuation of thirty thousand dollars, I left it witha quartor million 
dollar plant. Starting with no records, I finished with completo scholarship and 
financial records, Starting with sixty-seven high school students and no coliare 
nos, I ended with one hundred sixty-seven high school pupils and two hundred 
college students. 


When I resigned tne fifteen-momber board by unanimous vote, asked me to 
reconcider and remain, When I declined, this board elected me President-Eneritus of 
<ho ingeitubion and assigned me one of the college buildings as 4 residence for as 
long us I wished to use it, 


The college board also had prepared and approved a resolution of which the 
following is a part, It was clippod from the April 9, 1930, issue of the Memphis 
Commercial Appeals 


Scooba, Miss., April 8,--Resolutions were adopted yesterday by the Board of 
Trustees of East Mississippi Junior Collogo here praising the work of J. D. 
Wallace during his 16 years as president of the institution. 


Professor Wallace resigned this weok, His future plans have not beon 
announced. He will be succeeded by J. M. Tubbs of State Teachers College 
at Hattiesburg. The resolutions follow in parts 


"for 16 years your unfailing will to work, your energy and your perserverance 
has beon the guiding spirit of this institution. In the building of most of 
the physical plant, in the selection and direction of the faculty, in obtaining 
legal and acholastic recognition and financial aid, you have moved forward and 
onward. ‘Truly we are your grateful debtor. 


You found us with a mere school. You leave us with an institution, It will 

be a monument to you far beyond our years, the perpetuation of which will partly 
depend on those who follow you. However, there is one monumont that you havo 
already completed, and this monument is within the hearts and minds of tho 
countless hundreds of students who have felt the influence of your guiding 

hand and the elevation of yeur inspiring thought. You have taught them never 

to compromise with wrong. You have taught them to be ever prepared for battlo, 

how to win without boasting, and how to lose without complaining. You have exalted 
in their minds the true and you have condemned the false, 


Ay 
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On behalf of ourselves, personally and officlally, on bohalf of those you hava 
tanght, and their parents, and on behalf of your friends and acquaintances, wa 
want to sincerely thank you and ratcfully acknowledge our everlasting indebtede 
noss to you, Whatever this institution may become, it would never have existed 
as a junior college had it not been for your untiring efforts and your unconquore- 


able will, and we predict that its choicest tradition in the future will be the 
name 'J, D, Wallace.’ " 


This resolution was signed by the fifteen membors of the Board. Tho resolution 


was prepared at the reguest of the Board by Judge John C, Stennis, then attorney for 
the Board, now United States Senator, 


The following 4s taken from THE LION, tho East Mississippi Junior College annual 


for the year 1939: 


IN RECOGNITION. .ccccse 


Wo pause here to offer recognition to our bolovod President, on his rotire- 

nent from regular activo sorvice as Prosident of Last Mississippi Junior Collogce, 
and to Mrs, Wallace. Wo are indeed glad of the opportunity of being able to 
toll you of the personal esteem we hold for you and the very keen sense of deep 
appreciation we nave for your untiring efforts in behalf of the College, 


For a period of sixteen years your unfailing will to work, your energy and your 
perseverance has been the guiding spirit of this institution, In tho tmilding 
of most of the physicnl plant , in the selection and direction of the fnrculty, 
in ovtaining legal and scholastic recognition and financial aid, you have movod 
forward and onward at times when men mado of less sterner stuff or weakor wills 
would have faltored and failed and lost tho cause, When others faltered, or 
carina near faltering, you fought on and snatched victory from the flaneco of 
failure. When faced with conditions or situations almost unsurmountable, you 
have refused to recognize that there was such a word as "Quit"; to just such a 
spirit on your part we feel sure that this institution owes its very existence, 
Truly we are your grateful debtor, 


You found us with a mere school, You leave us with an institution, It will 

bo a monument to you far beyond ovr years, the perpotuation of which will mrtly 
depond on those who follow you, However, there is ono monument that you have 
already conpleted, and this monument is within the hearts and minds of the 
countlogs hundreds of students that have felt the influence of your guiding 

hand and the elevation of your inspiring thought. You have taught them nevor to 
compromise with wrong. You have taucht them to be ever prepared for battle, how 
to win without boasting, and how to loso without complaining. You have exalted 
in their minds the trve and you have condemned the false. Through them you shall 
Zivo and thoir works shall be your lengthened shadow. Ever in the midstrean 
with you, wielding the oars, stroke for stroke, has been your helpmate and companion, 
Mrg. Wallace, She, too, deserves credit for the force of her hand has beea feit 
in every endeavor, 


On bohalf of the Annual Staff, on behalf of those you have taught, and their 
parents, and on behalf of your great host of friends and acquaintances, wo want 
to sincerely thank you and gratefully acknowledge our overlasting indebtedness to 
you, Whatover, this institution may become, 1t would never have existed as a 
junior collegs had it not been for your untiring efforts and your unconquerablo 
will, and we prediot that its choicest tradition in the future will be the nam 
"J, D. Wallace", 
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The following 4s a reprint taken from THE GOLLEGIAN, 6 publication of the college, 
of May 6, 1939: . f - 


” 


LOARD OF TRUSTEZS HONOR PROF, WALLACE: 


"On April 4, the Board of Trustees of E. M. J. C. paid high tribute to Mr. 
J. D. Wallace for his efficient service as president of this inatitution. The 
Resolution which they adopted, follows: ; 


Dear Professor Wallace: 


On your retirement from regular active service as President of the Fast 
Miasissippi Junior Colloge, wea wish to tender you a written tontimoninl of the 
porsonal esteem we hold for you and the very keen sense of deep appreciation for 
your untiring efforts in behalf of the College. 


For a period of sixteen years your unfailing will to work, your enerpy and your 
persoverance has been the guiding spirit of this institution. In the building 
of most of the physical plant, in the selection and direction of the faculty, 
jn obtaining legal and scholastic recornition and financial aid, you have roved 
forwar@ and onward at times when men made of less sterner otuff or weaker wills 
would have faltered and failed ard lost the csusc. Whon others faltered, o7 ; 
cano near faltering, you fought on and snatched victory from the flames of failure, 
hon faced with conditions or situations almost unsurmountable, you have refused 
to recopnize that tnere was such a word ag "quit"; to just such a spirit on your 
part we feel sure that this institution owes ita very existence, Truly we are 
your grateful debtor, 


You found us with a mere school, You leave us with an inatitution, It will be 

a monument to you far beyond our years, the perpetuation of which will partly 
depend on those who follow you. However, there is one monument that you have 
alrendy completed, and this monument 4s within the:hoarts and minds of tho 
countless hundreds of students that have felt the influence of your guiding hand. 
and the olevation of your inspiring thought, You have taught them never to. 
compromise with the wrong. You have taught them to be ever prepared for battle, 
how to win without boasting, and how to lose without complaining. You have 
exalted in their minds the true and you have condormed the false, Through 

them you shall live and thoir works shall be your lengthoned shadow. Ever in 

the midstream with you, wailding the oars, stroke for stroke, has been your help- 
mato and companion, Mrs. Wallace. She, too, deserves credit for the force of hor 
hand has been felt in every endeavor. 


On behalf of ourselves, personally and officially, on behalf of those you have 
taught, and their parents, and on behalf of your great host of friends and 

“acquaintances, we want to sincorely thank you and gratefully acknowledge our 
everlasting indebtedness to you. Whatever this institution my become, 4% 
youl@ never have existed as a junior college had it not beon for your untiring 
efforts and your unconquerable will, and we predict that its choicest traditions 
4n the future will te tne name "J. D. Wallace", 


As we co, we recall and think appropriate the words spoken of the great Jurist 

as he retired from the Benen: 'That is how to stop, With every power usod to the 
full, like an army resting, 4ts powder almost all used, but with all flags flying. 
Truly that is the heroic life". 
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Ag you po, our Toad wishes go with you and we trust that in your retirement you 
will find vigor and the abiding satisfaction which comes from the consciousness 
of arduous dutics porforned with complete fidelity. 


Faithfully and offectionately yours, 


H. Le. Sparkman, Prosident 
We D. Mitchell, Secretary 


G. W. Booman, John L. licLemore, He Hi-Cole, CG. EB, Bush, T.’,H. Cileo, 
S. J. Smith, B. G. Patty, W. W. Shepard, W. B. Allen, Grady Clark, 
We J. Anderson, J. B. Mooney, Calé Parke. 


Mosolved by the Board of Truntoos of tho East Missisnippi Junior Collego that 
the forogoing letter be and the samo ig hereby auopted as a resolution of this 
Board, and that same is hereby ordered spread in full on the Minutes of the 
Board, a copy given to the press and the original, with cortifications delivered 


to Mr. Wallace. rot et aT, 
~G0C0297 
Passed by tho affirmative vote of all mombers prosent. 


H. L. Sparkmin, President 
W. D. Mitchell, Secretary 


The Alumni of the college hod iny Jikenesa enlarged and placed in the Colloge 
Library and tho College Faculty presented at the last ganeral Assombly to Mrs. 
Wallace and me a handsome chest of silvor. 
POST RETINUKENT ACTIVITIES 

Farly in 1940 1 was seriously considering moving to Jackson or near thore when 
I recoived werd that ay brother J. T. wag seriously 111 with Cardiac Asthma and 
was urced to cone to Clinton at once, I did so and after romining there about 
one wook, went to Mendenhall where I tentatively bargained for 4 Jot on which to 
build a residonce and to mrove there when word reachod we that my brother was dead. 
Robturuing at once to Clinton I was urgently requosted by his daughter, Nell, who 
had ownership of my brother's residence, to move to Clinton and occupy his home. 
This I did for the next four years. I offered to buy, cr to lease, or to rent her 
house but »ll such offers were refused. She said all I was expected to do was to 
pay tho taxas and keep up the insurance, At the end of the four-year period, I 
purchased and moved snto the residence wnere I now reside, This transfer was mado 


tn July, 1944. 


Before my brother's doath arrangement had been made to have his residenco 
piinted, This was done after I moved in, During the timo I occupiod Noll's house 
T reconstructed the front porch roof and floor, re-covered the building, re-varriished 
all interior woodwork, replaced several. windows, replaced a number of broken, tran- 
gous and door locks, re-papered the hall and dining room, re-~sct all tile abovt the 
fire places, replaced some screens, worked over tne olectric witing, built a chickon 
house, wuilt a chicken yard, rebuilt the garden fences, and ro-planted yard shrubbery. 
I loft the house with all taxes aid up and insurance poy the next two and SnOCbALe 


yearse 


Soon after moving to Clinton I was elocted President of the Bank of Clinton, 
and I hele this position until September 15, 1948, whon the bank was sold to and 
became a part of the Deposit Guaranty Bank and Trust Company of Jackson, Mississippi. 
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Whon I bocane President of the Clinton Bank in 1940, I owned fifteen shares in 
the bank valued at $500.00. When we sold to the Deposit Guaranty Bank and Trust 
Company I got in the last named bank twenty shares valued at $6,000.00, This in- 
erease in value of twelve times was obtained for all other stockholders. This 
increase of the par value of their stock was due in part to the war time boom, 


Since the merger of theso two banks, I have been retained ag chairman of the 
advisory lending committee for which I have beon receiving 325.00 per month with 
a tventy per cent bonus. This, with a $25.00 por month pension from the tencher's 


retirement fund helps to smooth over tho rough placos encountered by one unable longer 
to earn, 


I joined Coila Baptist Church in my teens and was baptized in Colla Creck not 
far from the noted Coila Spring and near the apot where I learned to read, During 
the years that have passed since I joined Coila Church, in order to have my church 
membership near the place where I was teaching at the time, I have boen a mombor of 
tne Baptist Churches at the following places: Louisville, Braxton, DProoksvilloe, 
Enterprise, Verona, Gloster, Sumit, Fayette, Woodville, Ackerman, Union, Newton, 
Scooba, and Clinton. In 1910, I was wade a deacon by the Summit Baptist Church, 
Subsequently at Fayotte, Woodville, Newton and Scoota for a total of approximitely 
twonty years I servod as chairman of the Board of Deacons while a member of the 
jast naued Baptist churches, 


Evorywnere I moved and made application for membership in tho Baptist Church 
near my work as was the general practice, I was taken into the church as a mombor 
and a doncon, Such was not tho case when I joined the Clinton Baptist Church. 

On the first Sunday after moving to Clinton Mrs. Wallace and I applied for member- 
ship in the Clinton Baptist Cmireh. oth of us were accepted for membership but 

I was not recognized as a deacon ag had been done in other churches to which I had 
belonsed, 


I learned later that it was the practice of the Clinton Church when one joined 
this church who had been a deacon elsewhere to allow some tim to elapse before 
raking; that one a deacon of the Clinton Church in order that the new member might 
have time and opportunity to get acquainted with the working of the church and that 
the church might have opportunity to judze of the fitness of the new membor to serve 
ac a deacon in the Clinton Baptist Church, About one year after I beeime a inember 
of the Clinton Church that church asked me to become one of its deacons to which I 
acreod, Sonetime after I became a deacon in the Clinton Chruch Prof. M, Latimer, 
then chairman of the Board resigned and I was choson to fill out his term, At tha 
expiration of his term I was elected chairman of this Board for a term of two years, 
the longth of term anyone is allowed to serve in this position, 


During the pastorate of Dr. John P, Newport the Clinton Baptist Chureh decided 
upon a partial rotation of its deacons, This was the plan: Five of the older, moro 
exporicneod, botter trained deacons were elected as a permanent momborship as an advie 
sory body. The five consisted of Dr, J. W. Provino, Dr. M. Latimer, Prof, M. P. Le 
Berry, Mr. J. W. Chambers and myself, The remaining twenty deacons were divided 
into four groupa of five each, Each of these groups were to serve in turn for four 
years, aftor which that group was to romain inactive for one year, after which tho 
croup was oligible for re-election to active service. By this arranrement the fivo 
permanent life members and the fifteen active ones slways furnished an active board 
to serve the church, 
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Since becoming a member of Clinton Baptist Church, I have been serving ao 4 
member of tho Doard cf Deacons, teachor of tho Adult Men's Bible class, aticiding 
worship ag reguiarly as health and circumstances would pormlt, contributing iV 
sivho and wore for the support of tne churen, for charity, and for assistance for 
such humanitarian drives aga the funds for the Red Cross, Tuborculovis, the iHcart 
and Cancer Drives; and I have beon in carnest daily prayer for myself and WiiQ, LOX 
our immediate and near kin on both sides including Georgianna and the arrival 
looked for next May or June, all other kin however far removed, for friends and 
acquaintances present and past, for those for whom I have dealt with professionally, 
for wy country and its officors, for the lost,for all huuanity, for the poor and 
oppressed, for tho sick, for the needy and for all others needing prayers. 


I regret that advancing years and visual and other handicaps prevent mo from 
doting more for Him who gave ie life and ite blesgings, and 4 suro promise of 
blissful existence beyond this vale of tears. If my body shall ilo boneatvu the 
sod whon these lines aro read, I most earnestly urge you who read to Wake your 
moaco, calling and election sure with Him who said "God so loved the world tnat 
he gave his only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not porisn 
wut have everlasting life." 


AULD LANG SYNE 


During the entire timo our family lived at tho Little {louse we obtained 
water for all purposes froma stream flowing out of a nearby woodland a iow 
hundred yards away. Water was brought by hand in pickets for drinking, cookiny, 
and bathing. In the hot months when the near stream ran low we went a half miin 
furtiier into the forest to a bolder stream for water. When the latter strean alao 
ran low, wo brought water for all the above namod needs fron Grandia's well three- 
guirters of a mile away. In tho sumer montas we did most of our bathing in Dry 
Crook woich ran through our farn. In the cold months we used 4 gine tub for 
ba thitij*e 


we cut our fuel in the nearby forest, hauled itwp by wagon, and cut it into 
lengins to fit the fire place, In the sumucr as long as we lived at the Livele 
louse wy mother cooked on & fire out in the yard. In cold weather she cookesu on 
the fire place in the house. Tho vessels she used for cooking were a large tron 
pot for boiling, 4 skillet somewhat like a fryivg pan but larger and deeper having 
a long strong handle and threa legs to hold up the skillet so that live coals could 
bo put undor, and an oven about the size of the skillet but deeper. It alyo nad 
three legs liko the skillet and for the same purpose and a lid so that cosla mignt 
bo put on top to hasten baking. The pot had cars on opposite sides into whien 

pot hooks could be placed to hang the pot on a pot rack hanging in the chimoy. 

"he ears to the oven wore for the purpose of moving it when hot, I was in ny 
teons when wo got our first wood cooking stove and our first Singer Sowing Michino,. 


We purchased only flour, sugar, ana coffee adding only a few delicacies from 
time to time, Our food was grown mainly on tho farn. This consisted of meal 
cround from corn raised on the farm, occasionally wheat which we had ground into 
flour, rice which we occasionally raised, hogs which we always crow killed for 
meat which we salted down for 4 while then hung up to smoke and dry, molasses and 
putatees which we grew every year, chickens and eggs always on nand, milk and 
butter, and an occasional beef also raised on tho farm, Whon to the absve named 
articles of food is added the borries, nuts, fruits named @leknwhore y and a variety 
of garden vegetables to which wore to be added many yabbits, squirrels, partridges 
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and an occasional wild turkey which my father often brought in, 41t would appear that 
wo had as wo grow up a fairly well rounded diet. This with tho quiet , tho freah 
air and Jack of responsibility made this one-of the happiest times of my life, 


Our first time piece was the sun, [von now when I can stand straight up and 
placo my foot on the shadow of my head, I know it is twelve o'clock, Our first 
clock was a small round ono about five inches across and three deep, standing on two 
legs. It was thon called a cricket clock, I bought 4t from Mr. vohnson, our 
teacher, and paid him two and one-half dollars for it. 


Wo roceived mail onee a week during the time I lived on the farm, This was 
as often as ono of our family or one of a noighbor's family found time to go to 
Black Hawk six miles away for the neighborhood mil. Mail for us consisted of a 
wookly paper, one or two maganines, a farm paper, and sometimos a circular or 
iottor, When about nineteen I received through the mil several requests from some 
New York concera requesting me to buy or handle for the concern counterfeit monoy. 
ly fathor firmly warsed me to have nothing to do with this mattor. His warning 
was appropriate but not necessary in my case, I never replied to one of these 
communications, 


My tecn-ago associates consisted of my brothers and sisters, my cousins, a 
fow othors within a radius of a few miles and Yank and Jayhu, the latter boing two 
negro boys of near my Gage. 


My reereations gonsisted of such gamos around the fireside at night ae fiull 
Gull, Simon says Wig Wag, a fishing trip once a year to the Delta whore wo campod out 
for a fow days, picnics, two or three parties a year, and about three trips to the 
railroad towns of Carrollton, thirteen miles away, Vaiden sixteen miles distant 
and Winona twenty miles distant, Wo aiso saw a few shows a year, in one of which 
I saw, to my great delight "Punch and Judy". A few years ago ona trip I saw 
"Punch and Judy" in Washington and New York and again found them very f{nterostin«. 
On our trips to town wo usually campod out. On one winter day we had traveled all 
€ay in a mleedrawn wagon carrying along a bale of cotton and had’ reached within 
six miles of Winona, There we mot up with somo neighbors who had camped and 
who assured us wo could not got through the Whitehead lane since it was then dark, 
bocauso of the bad road, We camped thore to enjoy the company and a huge log fire 
wich they had kindled, That night for supper wo had fresh boiled ham, bakod 
sweat potatoes, tea cakes, coffeo, fruits and nuts, At bedtime we raked up a 
doop bead of leaves, spread down on them two quilts, lay down with our clothes on, 
covered with one quilt and slept soundly all night, Next morning I was awakened 
by tho men moving around feeding tho stock, preparatory to resuming out trip. 
Putting out my hand, I found I was covered with snow, 


IN RETROSPECT 


~ 


During my childhood tho best bacon, ham and beef could bo bought at oix cents 
a pound, Now those foods cost more than ten timeg as mich, Then meal and flour 
cout loss than one cent per pound, now more than eleven cents a pound, Once 
molasses sold for twenty-five conts a gallon, now at near two dollars a gallon. 
Oneo checse cost ten cents a pound, now more than seventy cents per pound. I have 
bought oggs at three dozens for a dime, Recently we have sold eggs for seventy 
conts por dozen, Coffee once cost ten cents a pound, It was bought green, roasted, 
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ground ina mill, boiled, sottled with the white of an ere, and drank, Now ooffeo 
is bought parched and ground, and dripolated or percolated, Sometimes the extract 
of coffee requires only hot water added and 4t 15 ready for use, 


The first pair of dress shoes I bought after beginning to teach cost me one 
dollar and fifteen cents. I recently bought a pair which cost twelve dollars, 
Suits, dresses, and other wearing materials have advanced in price comparable to 
the change in the price of the onos atated above, 


I bogan reading by firelight, then in succession by taper, candle, lamp, and 
electric light; tho first eleotric light I ever saw was when I first went away to 
college at the ago of twenty-two, It was an are light hung over tho intersection 
of pstreots. It had a shade about two feet across and one could read a nowspaper 
by it at a distance of fifty foot. The incandescent light and the fluorescont 
light had not then been invented so far as I knew, 


Our Jaundry had boen done by washorwomen, usually negro women, but in 1915 wo 
bought a hand-driven washing machine which servod us mny years. In 1941 wa bought 
an automatic washer and ironer which has done all our laundry since that time, 


Our first moans of transportation was walking 4f the distance was not ovor 
four milos, Then in order wo used the ox wagon, the mule wagon, the saddle horse, 
the buggy, the hack, and finally the automobile. I bought my first car in 1922. 
It was an opon Nodel-T Ford. It cost five hundred fifty dollars including shocle 
absorbers. I used the open car until thoroug drenched on a trip once, Sinco 
that time I have used only closed cars. My present Chevrolet sells at about two 
thousand dollars, 


When I wag about fifteen yoars of age, I saw in a newspapor a statement that 
a talking mehino had boen invented, My mental reaction was, "This 4s anothor newse 
papor lie." However, a few years later I placed tubes in my ears, for that was 
the way it had to be done, and listened to a phonograph talk. For this privilege 
I paid five cents. 


Tho first telephone I ever saw was in the store of Mr, J. B. Streater. It 
extended from his store to his residence about one quarter of a mile away. The 
gonding and receiving part of the telophone consisted of a hollow rectangular fram 
about ten by twelve inches in size, ovor the hollow center of which was stretchod 4 
thin membrane. To use the phone one had to tap on tho membrane with a small wooden 
pestle furnished with the machine to call the attention of the one at the opposite 
ond of the systom, Then it was only necessary to hold the lips near the membrane and 
talk against the membrane to send,or to hold the ear near the membrane to receive, 
Forty years later I saw the samo telephone again, It is likely still to be found 
in tho Streater store, at this writing. If so, 4t would present a striking contrast 
to the dial phone used today. 


In 1923 I drove four miles at nignt to see and hear for the first timo a 
radiophons, The following year & neighbor gave the school then under my charge 4 
radio, After using this radio a yoar to two, my son, James, sent me & radio, Thero 

have been one or more radios in our home ever since, At this time we have five radios 
- 4n the home and one in the car. 


I saw a kaleidoscope in my boyhood, a magic Jantorn in my youth, a stereoscope 


in uy maturity, and a moving picture for the first time after I had married, However, 
I have nevor yot seen a television machine or a televised production, 
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ADDENDA 


The quotations found below are somo of many which have furnished inspiration 
and encouragement by thoir truth and boauty, The authors of none of them have been 
given because so few of them wore known, 


Man proposos, but God disposes,» 
Thore is a destiny that shapes our enda, rough hew them how we my, 


If ye abide in mo and my word abide in you, yo may ask what you will and it 
shall be done unto you. 


* Momory, a ponsive Ruth, went gleaning the fields of childhood and found the 
fruit all golden, the flowors all fair. 


Swinging on a grapevineswing, Listening to the wild birds sing, 
I dream and sigh of the days gone by, Swinging on a grapevine swing. 


Many a gom of purest ray serene, The dark unfathomed caves of ocean bear 
Many a flower 4s doomed to blush unseen, And waste its sweetness on the desort air, 


Koep on keeping on. 

A quitter never wins, a winner never quits. 

Plan your work and work your plans, 

A stitch in time saves nine, 

Do Ait now. 

Mako an immediate and permanent record, 

Mothod is the hinge of business. 

The great secret of success is being ready when the opportunity comes. 
Common sense in an uncommon degree is what the world calls wisdon, 
Do the best you can, and the best you can use will always be yours. 
Ho lives longest and most who puts most into life. 

They are always successful who use their failures as stepping stones. 
It costs more to neglect one's duties than to accomplish then, 
Opinions have a value, convictions move the world, 


Not in the clamor of tho crowded street, Not in the shouts and plaudits of 
the throng, But in ourselvos is viotory or defeat, 


We become like that we constantly admire. 
He lives most who thinks most, feels the noblest, acts the best, 


No life can be pure in its purpose and strong jn ite strife, 
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Be noble and the nobleness that lies in other men, sleeping but never dead, 
Will rise to meet your own, 


Drudgery 4g the groy angel of success. 

Are we to mrk this day with a white or black stone? 

Learn to use the circumstances of life and not be at their mercy. 

Littlo minda are tamed and sobered by misfortunes; but great minds rise above then, 
We will find the grail whon we use it. 

The blessing ees when we have forgotten the service rendered. 


Self~truce is the essence of horoism, 


What is dofeat; nothing but education. Nothing but the first step to 
gomothing better. 


It 49 woll to think well; it ia divine to act well. 
Not knowest them what argument, Thy life to thy neighbor's creed hath lent. 


Spin cheerfully, not tearfully, Tho! wearily you plod 
Spin carefully, spin prayerfully, But leara the thread of God. 


vloar the white flower of a blameless life. 

Blessed is the man who hasn't said it. 

If you lie down with dogs you will got up with fleas. 

The hog never looks up to him who threshes the acorns down. 
Repetition is the hammor that welds the chain of habit, 
When one ceases to go up, he begins to go down, 

An idea is the strongest thing in the world. 

Great minds have purposes; others have only wishes. 


People do not lack strength, they lack will. 


NOTES 1. Tho brovity and limited range of the foregoing is due to the orif¢inal 
aim in beginning the paper; namely, as a moans of practice in learning touch 
typing. 


2, Repetitions, want of organization, and lack of illogical arrangement 
are due to the fact that mny of the parts were written with often weoks or even 
months elapsing between the writing of parts, when the memory would not recall 
what had been written before. 

3, Opportunity to draw 4 lesson or point a moral has been left to the 
reador. 
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